
Mansur Abdul Hakim has written this book w1th 
the intention of awakening women to reality. They muy 
be cautions and not misled by mischievous promiac• 
of a liberated life. 

Examples of women who deserve to go to Hell nrc 
given. This portion tells them of the things and way of 
life they must avoid. Some outstanding pious women 
whose lives they may emulate are also mentioned. 

There follows a description of Hell and its inmutes. 
Perhaps in learning of this, we inay fear our 
consequences and correct our lives. 

Next there is glimpse of the lives of women who 
had an ideal opportunity to live with Prophets, but they 
lost it. Their objective was to portray their individual 
personality as distinct from their husband. 

Umm Jamil and her husband Abu Lahab arc next 
mentioned. They did the most they could to make life 
difficult for the noble Prophet • but they had to pny 
dearly in this life and will face punishment in ~he next. 
A brief account of Prophet Yahya's !$A life follow•. 
The role ofSalumi and Herodiya in his life is dc~crlbcd 
Daughter and mother- whose Biblical namCllarc Selomc 
and Herodias - were responsible for kilhng tho Prophet 
Y . 

The book winds up with n eoncluaion and "ound 
advice for women. 

Among other books by the author Ia uno 11hnut 
women who aro given tldlnlll of l'uullllu 
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WORDS OF ALLAH 

~~~I ;.;-~1 ~~~ 

Surely We have prepared for the disbelievers chains, and 
fetters, and a blazing fire. 176:4) 

Give them the tidings of a painful chastisement. 13:21) 

< - ~ 

~ ~t::.~t ~~. ~, c::-~i -.......... .;.• ~ ~ 

And We h ave prepar ed fo r him who belies the Hour a 
blazing fire. (25:1 1) 

And give tidings of a painful chastisement to those who 
disbelieve. (9:3! 

~ _,. • .,. ..:;~ ,. .J. -:: ~ / .:; ~ // ·> / -:: 
y~~~ .J-'~ '1~~~0-! 'l! rW.P~ 

They s hall have no food but of bitter thorns, neither 
noarishing. nor satisfying hunger. (88:6-7! 
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THE PROPHET'S • SAYING 

I looked into He ll and, behold, most of its d e n izen s are 
women! (Bu khari, I 29) 

I 
8 

DEDICATION 

I dedicate this book to every Muslim woman - a 
mother, daughter o r wife. l ho pe th is book will 
serve her as a guiding light in this difficult ho ur of 
trial and during the great signs of the Last Hour, 
that we have observed with our eyes. 

Perchance we will overcome o ur negligence and 
we may .regain o ur senses before we face the 
consequences of o ur evil in the Hereaft:t•r. 

Author 
Mmz sur Abdul Hnki111 
Mu/znm11t fld (Wnkil) 

Cairo 
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Some pt'vple keep asking about the denizens of lltdl a nd 
the reason why women will go to He ll in lary,e numbers. The 
Had ith that mentions this bears a s ignificant mean ing. Never 
d<X!s Allah lt>t anyone fear in both the worlds. If anyone fea rs 
A lla h in this world then Alla h wi ll keep him safe fro m 
punishment in the next wo rld. 

The Hadith about Hel l is no t hard on the mc~n whtl is 
involved in anxieties and hardship in this world, for him thcrl' 
is hop<! in the Hereafter w hich is the rea l life. 

We will l'xamine through tht' light of the Book and Sunn11il 
the Hell that a Believer fears, which kind of women deserw to 
go to llell? What causes one ~o go to He ll? 

We will look into the lies of women of previous 111111111111 and 
of this Unwmll w ho were liable to go to Hell. We can include c1ll 
disobedient women in that bracket. O ur aim, however, is only 
to givt' admonition, and that lesson should be drawn from this 
narration. 

P<.'Th<~ps we will wake up from our slumtx•r of neglige nce 
and wal k the path worthy of Paradise. The Prophet - said , 
" Womt•n are more dL'SCrving of Hell, and when I peeped into 
Parad ise, I saw m ostly the poor." 
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· We will learn from the following pages what the signs of 
the dwellers of Hell are. Disobedient women a lways cause 
misch ief. 

We pray to Allah for gu idance a nd help. Surely, He is over 
all things Powerful. May Allah accept o ur effort and p ut it on 
the pan of good deeds on our scale on the Day of resurection to 
outwt~igh (the evil deeds). Aameen 

~ J ~ J .UI J ..~.e.. ..... \,;"""'""~ .i»l .)..p J 

Mimsur Abdul Hakim 
Mulwmrmzd (Wakil) 
Cairo 

• • • • • • 

CHAPTER ONE 

Mostly women were observ~d in !'lell - why? 

What did Allah1s Messenger see in He ll? 
Who w ill be the d~ellers of He!,l? 

Why are women more deserving of Hell? 

Some examples of women of .Hell. 

How may women get deliverance fr~m Hell? · 

Some most excellent· women . 



MOSTLY WOMEN WERE OBSERVED IN 
HELL-WHY? 

We have no inte ntion to accuse women when we say that 
they will be in a majority in Hell. These are not our words, but 
the words of Allah's Messenger JilJ. He had seen Hell with his 
eyes and had observed that· m ostly women were fuel o f the fire 
of Hell. He was asked, "0 Messenger of Allah, why were more 
women (than men) observed in Hell?" He said, "It is that you 
curse people (often) and you are ungratefu l to your husbands. 
Though he may be kind to you always yet if he happens to be 
unkind once, you tell him that you have never observed good 
in him." o 

On~ day,' Allah's Messenger Ji1J spoke words of advic(• and 
admonition to a group of women. He told the m of those things 
that could take them to Hell. He also disclosed to them the 
things which may deliever the m from Hell. fie said to them, 
"0 women! Give charity often. 1 have seen more of you in Hell. 
Surely, you are given to curse and show ingrati tude to your 
husbands. l havt• not seen anyonl' more deficient in intelligence 
and more d eficient in re ligion than you yet you t'an foo l an 
inte lligent and wise man ." They askt•d, "How is o ur 
intelligent'e a nd religion dl'fkicnt?'' H e said to them, "Is not 
tl'il' testimony of a w~liTMn l1.1lf that o f a man's testimony? This 
is woman,'s dt•fid~;.•ncy in int~·lligl'IKe. And is it not that while a 
woman menstruates, s lw does not offer sa/ail or obs(!rve 
fasting? This is hPr ddicitmcy in religion.'' o 

Jngmtitude to husband is 1wt to rL'COgnise his kindness, but 
that is not th1.! o nly reason. The main reason that is most 
detrimental to a woman is her habit of cu •·sing other people 
and her refusal to be satisfied with lwr lot in life. Women are 
inclined oftt~n to have tall ambitions, to complain much and 

0 Bukh.tri, I ld<lith # 2<), 

e ~1uslim .ts ndrr,ltt•c.f by Abu 1 tur,ty rah _.. _ ll.tkim. t•k'. 
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they have a blind sense of honour. They will take false oaths 
and they are a trial for men and are mischievous.• 

If a man obeys his wife then that often turns out to be 
harmful to him becau~e in that case he ~i ll be actu.tllv 
pursuing his lust though s he is hi~ wife. Rather, man mu;t 
obey his mother as long as that does not result in disobcdiencl:' 
to Allah.• 

However, this ~oes not imply that there are no wise 
women in the world with worthwhile ~d vice to give. There 
certainly are women· who can profer sound advice, but we are 
concerned he re with those women who are d isobedjent to 
Allah and to His Messenger *and they are found in a very 
large number in thi-~ age. We cannot say that the woman of 
today who kee ps up with fashion has worthwhile advice to 
profer, for, she is detrimental to her own self and hl•r society. 
The man who does not mind if his wife aborns hcrsf'lf and 
goes out without veil is a cuckold. Such a man is his wife's 
obedient slave and, in fact, he obeys th<..• devil whom his wife 
also obeys. Of course, there are pt'l)pll' in our time who are 
deeply religious an!l who follow the tedchings of the Prophet 
.ij, to their· best. In fact, we have already written a book about 
women who have been given glad tidings of Paradise - of 
whom we read in the Holy Qur'an and in the Prophet's ~ 
saying. 

MEN WHO WERE GIVEN TWINCS OF HELL 

The Qur'an speaks of the people of Hell as it does of the 
people of Paradise. The Prophet *- gave glad tidings of 
Paradise to his sahabah ~ by name and to those who were 
present on cer.tain occasions, like the Battle of Badr and the 
bay'ah ridwan41 and both men and women are included in 
these glad tidings. The Qur'an gives tid ings of both Paradise 
and Hell specifically as well as in relation to deeds. However, 

0 Allah's Messenger l4J. said, #I lcaw bt•hind no t'~i•l more harmful to men than 
women." (rirmidhi} (Musnad Ahmad) 

e Men were rujnt_>d when they submitted lJ1 obedience to women. (Mu.~nad Ahmad. 
Tabnrani Kabir, Mustadrak llakim.) 

t1 Tlw pt~dg• offt>r~d by th<> Sahabah at llu.tybiyah in 1> Art to fight d 1;ainst the 
Quraysh should Uthman 4o come to haem at the ir h•nds . 
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one who associates anything with Allah is forbidden entry into 
Paradise. Allah says: · · 

And give tidings of a painful chastisement to those who 
disbelieve. (9:3) 

And, He also says: 

(It shall be said:) Assemble those who did evil, and their 
companions, and what they used to worship besides Allah, 
then lead them to the path of Hell. 137:22-23) 

There are more such verses in Allah's Book. The Ahadith 
also tell us of Paradise and Hell. Thus, a chief of the Makkan 
idolaters, Ubayy ibn Khalaf, brou~ht a decayed bone and 
scratching it, he a.sked, "You· claim that your Lord will 
·resurrect the dead, Tell me, who will revive this. (bone)" and he 
broke the bone inlo tiny pieces. 

The Prophet .f.3 said, "Yes! Allah will give you death. 
Then he will give you life again and admit you to 
Hell.'' 0 

And this verse was revealed: 

And he strikes for Us a similitude and forgets his own 
creation. He says, "Who shall revive the bones when they 
are decayed rotten?" Say, "He shall revive them Who 

0 Hakim, Bayhaqi; Ibn Kathir has stated in his Tafsir that Aas ibn Wa'il picked up a 
hone and asked the qu<>stion. Ibn Kathir also said on the au thority of Mujahh.l and 
lkrimah that this verse was r<'wal<'<l concering Ubayy ibn Khalaf. 
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originated them the first time. And He is the Knower of 
every creation." (36:78-79) · 

These people who were given tid.ings of Hell w e re 
hard-hearted and obstinate. They were deprived of the inner. 
ey~ and they disbelieved only out ot their mulish ' no give-in' 
attitude. They followed in the footstep o f the devil and rejected 
the call ~f the Prophets t')W' ~ and presisted on the path of 
their forefathers which suited them. Take the example of Abu 
Jahl. He was a c h ief o f the Makkan idolaters. H e did no t 
inwardly d eny the existence of the Creator, but he could not 
tole rate the Pro phe t f8 who was of the Banu Hashim. He 
wanted a Prophet from another tribe. He"would say, " We d o 
not reject you but w e reject your message." The verse w as 
revealed: ' 

.... .~- .... ., ,... -:"" ,, ""' -; ... ,.., ;' /'.,.; ..,., ,. .,. 

.:,_,~ .o.~l ~~~I: ~;I ~ ..2...t ~~ 'i ... ~, 
""' , ,. ""'""' ~ J J. .... - ~. 

..• they belie not you, but the evildoers in fact deny the 
revelation of Allah. (11:33) • 

. On·e day, Abu Jahl said t.o his henchmen , " Indeed 
Muhammad is tr.ue. He has never spoken a lie. But if the 
offspring of Qusay ··take away everything from hos ting the 
pUgrims to the nadwah (the counselling) and now the 
prophethood then what remains for the Quraysh?" This was 
how they d)sbelieved, but today people simply reject the 
existence of God and this kind of disbe lief is more serious. 
Hpwever, both kinds are fuel for fire. 

WHAT DID THE PROPHET. SEE IN HELL 
In the nin.e books of Ahadith. there are about one thousand 

nine hundre d and forty Ahadith about Hell. They describe 
Hell, some of its dwellers and the reasons why they are going 
there. Each of them inspires fear in the heart o f a Believer 
whose hair will stand on end. 

The.rrophet • found that most of its dwellers are women. 
. He said to an assembly o'f women, "AcCustom yourselves to 

give charity even if you have to give your jewellery because 
you' outnumber men in Hell. You curse too mUPih and show 
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· ingratitude to yo ur husband . And I have not seen anyone as 
de ficient in re ligion and in intelligence as women yet they gain 
an upparhand over men. The testimony of two wo men is equal 
to a man's testimony, and every woman experie nces a certain 
period of time - as Allah wills - during which she does not 
prostrate before Allah."• · 

Sayy idina Ibn Abbas 4;i, re p o rte d that during a solar 
eclipse, the Prophet ft. offered salnll in which he stood for a 
long time - as much as it takes to recite al-Baqarah. T he ruku' 
(bowing posture) was also lengthy and whe n he arose from it 
he again stood long but this was shorter than the firs t s tanding. 
He bowed again in ruku' but it was a shorter ruku' than the 
first. Then he prostrated and s tood up a standing shorter than 
the former standing, and went into ruku' for a long bowing 
wh ich was "shorter than the first bowing. T hen he prostrated 
and when he had finished the snlnll, the sun was v isible. He 
s aid, "The sun and moon are Allah's s igns. They a re no t 
eclipsed because of anybody's birth or death . When you see it, 
remember Allah." The sahabah ~ su bmitted. "Of Messenger 
of Allah! We saw you take some thing in you r hand while you 
were in the standing posture. Then you moved back. (Why did 
you do that?)." He said, " I had seen Paradise a nd tried to pick 
a bunch of grapes (h·om there). If 1 had taken it then you wo uld 
have eaten from it te ll the end of the wo rld. And I saw Hell and 
I ha ve never seen a more dreadful sig ht. I saw mostly women 
a mong the inhabitants o f Hell." T he sahabah ~ asked, "Of 
Messenger of Allah, why is that so?" He sai d , " They a re 
ungra teful." They aske d , "They a re so w ith thei r husband. 
They Jo not recognise kindness and favour. If you a re kind to a 
woman for a period of time and she faces an unpleasantness 
with you any time the n she says, ' I have never seen you 
display kindness.'• 

The Prophet A did not see this in a dream. Rathe r, he 
observed it with his eyes. However, he was ra' uf and ra him 

e Mus tad rak Haki ., 
• The Hadith in Bukhari and Muslim tells us that he said to women: Givt> c harity 

o ften l>eca us" most of you ~re fu e l for Hell-fire. You compla in often and are 
unthankful to your husband. 
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(' full of pity' and 'compassionate) - and Allah also describ~.:s 

him with these attributes0 - so, this s ituatio n was p.1inful to 
h im. He soug ht to rectify the situation by ad vising women to 
g ive cha rity o ften . C ha rity pacifit>s Divine wra th . The re is a 
Hadith in Buklmn that he eme rged form his home on 11n Eid 
d ay. He offe red the two ra ka' at sa/ail of Eid - he did not offer 
any other sn/n/1 that d ay besid es that before or 11fte r (apart from 
t he p resc r ibed) . T h e n he a d d ressed th e women and 
commanded them to give cha rity. They responde~ J:VOmpty by 
offe ring their jewellery. 

T he Prophet ~ desired that some ho w the wome n ::.hou ld 
be sa ved fro m He ll. Sndnqnll (cha ri ty) is ev idence, a means to 
salva tio n and it clears A llah's displeasure w ith men. l ienee, if 
some huma n bei ngs were li kely to go to He ll, they could 
a vert tha t possbility by giving charity libe rally. T his call of 
the Prophet ~ is directed to e ve ry woman o f eve ry age a nd 
every place. 

WOM EN WHO DESERVE TO CO TO HEL L 

SOME KIN DS OF WOMEN WHO WILL GO 
TO H ELL 

1. THE GRUMBLER 

21 

The Hadith refers to the woma n who dlways g rumbles. 
The P rophet jt. sa id, "Of women, give charity oftt>n even if you 
have to give your jewllery because you fo rm d IMger number 
in He ll. Yo u curse often and compla in against yout. hus band." O 

Thus, the woman w ho complains against her husband every 
now and then is one of Hell. We find an example of a woman 
from the books of his tory and simll (biography of the Prophets) 
w ho was given to complain. She was the wife of Sayyidina lsma'il 
son o f Prophe t Ibra him ~ . Sa yy idirra ls ma' il ~ le arnt 
eloquent Arabic from the tribe Jurhum and married one of their 
wo me n, Umarah bint Sa' d ibn Usamah ibn f\ kil Ama k1i. His 
mothf:r, Sayyidah Hajarah r')I....JI ~ had died . One day, Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ~ came to meet his son but he was not at home. He 
met his wife who did not know him . He as ked her how they fared 
and she let off a spate of complaints about their low standa rd of 
living. S he did not praise Alla h concerning the ir s tanda rd o f 
living. So, he said, " When your husband comes home, convey to 
him my salaa m a nd ask him to c hange the thresh o ld of his 
home's d oor." She thought that the o ld man predicted better 
cond itions for her. When her husband arrived home, he asked her 
if anybody had come to see him and she told him tha t an old man 
had come and she conveyed to him his message. 

Allah's Pro phe t •. Sayyidina 1s ma' il said, " He was my 
father. He has instructed me to divorce you. So you bette r go to 
your pare nt's home." He the n married a nothe r wo man . She 
w.as o f the same tribe and her name was Sayyidah bint Madad 
ibn Amr Jurhami. She was a very grate ful wo man who praised 
Allah often. Once again Sayy idina Ibra him ~ came to meet 
his son but did not find him home. He asked his wife about 
him and she informed him that her husba nd had gone somt• 
0 Mustadrak Hakim. 
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where to earn a livelihood for them. He asked her about their 
wellbeing. She said, "Praise belongs to Allah . We are well and 
contended." He asked her about their sustenance and she said , 
"Meat". H e asked h e r what they had to drink. She said, 
"Water." Sayyidina Ibrahim ~ said, "May Allah bless your 
meat and water for you! When your husband returns home, 
co nvey to him my salaam a n d advise him to retain the 
threshold of his home's door." 

Sa)'yidina ls ma' il ~ returned home and asked h is wife if 
anyone had come home for him. She said, "A beautiful faced 
old man had come. He asked about you and our living. When I 
told him about it, he said that l should convey his greetings to 
you and advise you to retain the threshold of our door." He 
d isclosed to her that the man was his father and she was the 
threshold of the d oor that the had advised him to retain. A llah, 
the Exalted, blessed them with twelve noble sons. 0 

There. have always been grumbling wome n. They do not 
express g ratitude to the ir Lord but complain of pove rty and 
guarre l with their h usband whose life they turn into Hell. Men 
should divorce such women. 

2. THE WOMAN WHO ADORNS HERSELF 
ln the beginning of the twentieth century, a movement for 

the freedom of women was launched with the basic objective of 
driving women towards aberrant ways. This was patron ised by 
Jews and C hristians who made known that their ambition was 
to lead astray the aliens who were very devoted to thei r 
religion so that they keep away from their religion and feel shy 
to describe its salient fea tures. They boasted that they had 
converted many to a thiesm. 

Anna Mieljan proposed that Islam could be wiped out ­
we seek refuge in Allah from such thought - in a sho rt time 
by adm itti ng Muslim g irls to m issionary schools w ith in 
Muslim countries. She disclosed that the missionary schools 
were primaril y opened with this end in mind. M~slim 

e 'Stori,•s of the Pmplw ts , Ibn Kath ir - En111ish translation P. 11>0. l>arul lsha' at. 
Karachi. 

W0'1£N WHO DESERVE TO CO TO HELL 23 

women could be moulded in such a way that they do not 
distinguish between r ight and wrong and between modesty 
and shame.• · 

~asim Amin and his henchmen have also played a very 
effective ro le ilt misguid ing women. He had written a book, 
'The Modern Woman,' in 1900 and by the time he died in 1901 
h is efforts had achieved considerable response. Two women -
Hadi Sha'radi and S~zanbaradi - demontrated trampling of 
their veil under their feet in 1923 before the delegates of an 
international women's conference in Ro me. The war against 
the veil had crOssed the boundaries of Islamic countries like 
Tu rkey and Iran where the cruel Kama l Ataturk and Raza Shah 
Pehlavi compelled the Turk and Iranian women to cast off the 
veil. Turkey was once the centre of the caliphate, but now it 
houses certain places whe re wom en are di s played lik e 
merchandise. ls this the mean ing of freedom of women? 
Certainly, a ll religions have prescribed the veil for women 
th roughout ages a!ld the Prophet &) haC! also received the 
command to enforce the veil on all Muslim women. In th e veil 
lies all good. We read in the Qur'an: 

--- .,. ~-- • .,.-#1 ,.......... ~t.~ ...... ~ -:i ,--·\r '" ~,. ~ # t;.~~~ti 
~.;.. • • • .. \....o> ~\.:.I ~ • .:s 1: • . I "~" .. , - ... ., ,.. ~ ,.; ;'J ,; .. ::..J_; ., v- :,... .. -

$ ~~,.._,. ,..,, . ...,. _.,. , ......... .; .,$. ,..,, 41> ..,,. 

•• ''~ • ,._. 1' ~tt·; , . ": . . •\,.. · · · · · · ~..)..Y. ~ c:,t~ 01 U.ll ~;.) 0i) ~ '-:" .J: L>i,:-
0 Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women 
of the Believers to draw their outer garments close round them 
(when they go out on purpose). That would be more likely that 
t hey may be recognised and not annoyed. (33:59) 

Helen Stanbery has aptly described the plight of the 
Western society. When s h e was asked about t he Egyptian 
women wl}.om she had observed, she said, "The Muslim 
society is a perfect and sound society. It is natural that we 
adopt its customs and etiquettes that restrict young people 
within a reasonable limit. Let us return to the times of the vei l. 
It is much better than the present shameless indecency that 
abounds in Europe and Amerka. Avoid the in termingling of 

8 Anna Micljan is a Christian missionary. 
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sexes. We have endured it much in America which society is 
immensely immodest." 

Salamat Musa has also spoken about immodesty. He said, 
"One of the tokens of progress is that men and women must 
be well-acquainted with western mode of dance a nd must have 
experienced it." 

Allah says in the Qur'an: 

Say to the believing men that they lower their gaze and guard 
their private parts. That is purer for them. Surely Allah is 
Aware of what they do. And say to the believing women that 
they lower their gaze and guard their private parts and display 
not their adornment except what appears thereof. (24:30-Jl) 

If a woman shuns the veil to s how off her adornment (to 
strangers) than that deprives her of Paradise. The P rophet !D. 
said, "There are two kinds of the dwellers of Hell whom I have 
not seen. Those who will hold whips like the tails of oxen w ith 
which they will strike the people. And the women who w'ill 
wear garments yet be nude, they will be inclined and they will 
seduce and their heads will be like the humps of red camels. 
They w ill not enter Paradise nor feel its wind thoug h it is felt at 

I d . t , 0 very ong ts ances. 

THE FIRST KIND 

T hese peop le who will beat other s with their whips 
represent the rulers and their forces. 

THE SECOND KIND 
They are women who will uncover some portions of their 

0 Muslim, narrated by Abu Hurayrah 6 . 
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bodies and cover others according to the ir sensual desires. This 
is~~ (display o f beauty, as s tated in the Qur'an). 

The foregoing Hadith says that s uch women will not enter 
Paradise - nay, no t even sme ll its fragrance. Today, they move 
about without the veil and uncovered head and on top of it 
claim that they possess modesty and are regu lar in observing 
fasts and salaft and recital of the Qur 'an. But they neglect the 
hijab; whole bod y including the head must be covered - the 
face and hands excepted. 0 

This kind of woman lays claim to p ie ty though s he neglects 
the veil. We read in the foregoing Hadith that neglect of the 
veil efaces the a dvantage of pious d eeds like fasting, prayer, 
Hajj, Umrah, zikr and others. In fact, the g uard ian of a woman 
who does not cover her body is also a flesh-pedlar who w ill not 
be adm itted to Paradise on whose gates w ill be inscri be d , 
"Cuckolds a re disallowed entry." A cuckold is one who d oes 
hot insist on modesty of his wife. What can be more immodest 
for a man than to le t his wife m ove about unveiled? T he 
Prophet Jif1. said, " My ummalt will enter Paradise - all of the m, 
save those who re ject." So meon e as ked, "0 Messenger o f 
Allah! Who rejects?" h e said, " H e who obeys me will ente r 
Paradise but h e who d isobeys me has re jected." 8 

3. THE WOMAN WHO APES MEN, TATTOOS, CUTS 
HAIR SHORT AND ALTER S NATURE 

The Ahadith explicitly disallow women to be have as men 
in t hei r ga it, ap p ea rance a nd dress, and me n to adopt 
effiminate characteristics. Such men an·d women are accursed. 
This means tha t they are deprived o f A llah's mercy a nd of 
Pa radise. The Pro phe t Jif1. has said, "All a h has c ur5ed the 
women who imitate men and the men who imitate women.'' 0 

In these times, the re are many wome n who resemble men 
in dress as also men who take up re.semblance to women in 
wa lk, s peech a nd c haracter. There is no derth o f m en who 

0 But, th e ulama hold that the race should bt! vt>ile t.l in t ime.s of m ischief. 
(Muhammad Anas). 

8 Bukhari as nanatcd by 1\bu l-luray rah 6 . 
0 Tirmidhi, Abu !)" wood, Ibn Majah. 
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imitate women in dress, habits a.nd appearance. Of the women 
who are liable to be cursed is one who refuses her husband's 
advances for a sexua l i ntercourse, saying that she is 
experiencing menses. The Prophet • said, "Allah has cursed • 
the mughassala/z whose husband calls her but she pleads that 
she has menses."

0 
The mughassalalt is a woman who pleads 

that she is menstruating. 

Allah h!is also cu rsed the woman who tattoos and who 
asks for it. He has also cursed the woman who plucks hairs 
from her eye brows and face and who asks for it to rna~~ 
herself look beautiful. He has also cwrsed the woman who 
makes spaces between her teeth for beauty and who changes 

• • what Allah has created. · 

A word 4.il1,... is used in Hadith. It means, 'a woman who 
shrieks at the time of distress.' Allah has cursed the woman 
who beats her face when a calamity descends on her and tears 
her ga rment at the collar, and the woman who utte rs 
blasphemy and wails. 

The Prophet A said, "Allah_ has cursed the woman who 
scratches hef face, tears her garment at_ the . collar, wails and 
utters words of pre-Islamic days.''0 

The cursed women include those who are dressed yet 
nude. Allah's Messenger iii) has commanded that such women 
must be cursed. 

Sayyidina Ibn Umar • narrated that Allah's Messenger* 
said, "In the last days, there will be women who will ride like 
men . They will alig ht at the door of the mosque, though 
dressed but nude. Their head s will be like the hump red 
camels. Curse such women, for, they are accursed. If there was 
an ummaft after you, then these women would have served 
them just as the women of the ummafz before you serve you." 

0 Abdur Razzaq (da'f ul-jami' - 4689) · · 
e 8ukhari II 4886. Muslim I# 2125-120, Abu Dawud I# 4169, Ibn Majali I# 1989, Darami 

112647, Musnad Ahmad, 1 :415. 
0 Ibn Majah, Tabarani Kabir. 'J'h~ walling woman is one who describ~s the good 

qualities of the dead raising her voice in competition with others. 1h" Prophet • 
said, "If the wailing- w<>man does not n>p<.>nl before she dies then she will be made 
to stand on the Dav <>f R.-surrection between Patadi.<;e and Hell. Her dress will be of 
pitch ami the fire will cover her face." Tabarani Kabir. 
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Those women 'are very common in current times. They 
visit the mosques where there are shrines of Sayyidina Husayn 
• and Sayyidah Zaynab ~ ..'»t .,r>;- for example. They stand 
there in such a manner that they ·are semi-nude. They are 
adorned and .make supplication to other than Allah. T h is is 
sheer disbelief and polytheism . .la~ ~ ~ i_,i ~J J~~- there is no 
power and no might save with Apah. 

4. WOMEN WHO KILL ANIMALS & Bll<DS 

Th ere are women who are careles~ in looking after pets. 
They neither feed them nor allow them to look for their food 
themselves. 

The Prophet ~ has described a women who matched this 
description. 

The Prophet !lt said, "A woman was sent to He ll because 
of a cat. She had bound a cat and she did not 'feed her nor 
unbound her that she might fetch h~r own food-of the insects 
(etc). As a result the cat died." 0 

T hus, it is the responsibility of the woman who keeps pets 
to look after them. They are creatures about whom she will be 
asked. If one has to keep pets· then one must ensur e that they 
are fed regularly lest they come to harm. If that cannot be d one 
then the pets may be set free to mend for themselves. 

5. POLYTHEIST AND HYPOCRITE WOMAN 

Polytheism is a grave sin. It causes the polytheist to go to 
Hell forever. Allah has said that He wi ll never forgive 
polytheism. The Prophet *- said, "If anyone dies while he had 
been associating with Allah then he will go to Hell. T he 
narrator of the Hadith Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ud • said, " I say 
that if anyone dies while he does not associate anything with 
Allah then he will go to Paradise."• . · 

When Allah's Messenger 13 was asked about major sin s, 
he m e ntioned four grave sins. One of these was ascribing 
partners to Allah. He said, "They are: to associate any thing 

0 lltlkha ri, Ahmed 
e llukha ri. 
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with Allah, to disobey pare nts, to ki ll someone an d to give 
false testi money.'' 0 

HyPocrisy is also like polytheis m. Both the hypocrite a nd 
the poly the ist will be consig ned to the depth of I lei I. There a re 
three major s igns of hy pocrisy. They c~re: to lie when spea king, 
to misa ppro priate a trust a nd to breach a promise. T he word 
' trust' has a wide mean ing and it could be wea lth or secret 
whic h h e m~y misappropriate o r disclose. The Proph e t ~ 
mentioned these three sig ns. e 

Similarly, to forge a lie against Allah's Messenger So is also 
instrume ntal in consigning the liar to Hell. 

The Prophet .. said, "The biggest lie is that a person is 
ascribed to someone other than his own father, or he sees what 
his eyes have not seen, or' he ascribes to me that which I have 
not said.'' 0 

He a lso said, "If anyone knowingly forges a lie against me 
then he must look for a place for him in Hell." 

~'":J. HJ o).L-...aJI • )" JLJ ~ Jl 

Or, as the Prophet~ said. 

It is a great lie to relate a pe rson to someone other than his 
father as ignorant people do .now-a-days. For instance, when 
anyone cannot arrange for sus ten<~nce for his chilren then he 
gets adopted parents for the m, or if a man o r woman knows 
that t hey canno t have th e ir own childe rn then they a dopt 
someone e lse's childre n. They arc the n described as their own 
childre n. Islam has forbidden th is practice. O ne who does that 
will be e ligible for Hell because he contrare nes the command of 
Allah and his Messenger~. But, if anyone repents h is mistake 
a nd makes ~mends the n the warning d oes not apply to ·him. 

6. INDECENT WOMAN 

The Qur'an has placed the woman who commits adultery 
and who associates with Alla h in the same category as those 
with whom a man cannot marry. Allah, the Majestic, says: 

0 llukhari. 
e llukhari. 
e l!ukhari. 
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"" --: , .... .., ~; ; ,. ,. ...: "'" ,.., ., 1' , , ;' ~ ~ ,_.. ~ 
cili "11 ~ "'i ~!)!_, ¥ j l .. _.;j.; ")/j ~ "'i ~.!) 1 

~-=- . y·jf -t.::: ~. ~ .... ~> .... ~ ...... ~ 
~ ~:r- t..s-~·.) t.rJ ..;!J_r.. J l 

The adulter weds not but an adultaress or an associatoress, and 
the adultress- none weds her but an adulterer or an associator· 
and that is forbidden to the believers. (24:3) ' 
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The Prophet ·13 has also indicated that an adulte rer d~s 
not remain a believer while he is commiting adultery. He thus 
said that this d eed is alien to Believe rs. He said, " An adulterer 
is not a believer while he commits adultery and a theif is not a 
believer whe n h e s teals. And an alco h o lic is not a believer 
when h e consumes wine. And a plunderer is not a believer 
when he plunde rs and people look at him with raised eyes." • 

Allah, the Exalted has said: 

~.t·:.,, ~~~~ ~ ~~~ , -e :~1 ;tr 2 ~_;~ --1 &~r; 
, . ,. ""' "' .. ,. ...... .,.. .,., ¢ . ~ . ,. ; " # .,.,.. .. ,~~ ~ ,. ; ,...,.. .,..... ~ ~ 

cJlt ~~ ~ V'"J / &.:r.. ~J ~~ ~i ~~ ~ ~~ 
• .,. ... ,..,.. -."" .. ' .. _i"",. .... _,. ,.., ,., .. ,.,. -""' .. ,.. .,,. ~ _s:-/~ 

..~ ...u.;.::"" ~~ ~ ..,_,\.:Gil :.J • •· ' ..;:.1 ~cut 
t..t' I .... / .... .......: _. .... .... _........ .... .... ..... ..... ..... ~ ~ ~ 
\.>-;:.,' ,.,. ~~J <:::._rl .. Jy\; V'" "Jl ~~~~-: 

And those who call not upon another god with Allah, and 
slay not the soul that Allah has forbidden, except by right, 
n or comm it adultery; and he who does this shall meet the 
requital of sin.- the chastisement shaJI be doubled for him on 
the Day of Resurrection, and he shall abide therein 
~umiliated - except him who repents, and believes, and does 
nghteous deeds... (25:68-70) 

Both the immoral man and womcu:'- are liable to go to Hell. 
However, if they repent and do righteous deeds - or have been 
punished in the world as prescribed by Shari' ah - then this· 
warning does not apply to them. 

During the mi' raj,· the Prophet A saw some people who 
had before them excellent and savoury meat and also, to a side, 

e Bukhari. Muslim, Abu Dawud, Musnad Ahmad, 
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bad-s melling mea t. H e asked Jibril ~ abou t them. He 
info rmed the P rophet*· "They are those who ignore the 
women whom Allah has made lawful for them only to go to 
the women whom Allah has forbidden for them. T he Prophet 
¥also asked about the women who were suspended by th eir 
breasts. So, Jibril ~ informed him that these women brought 
to men those w ho were not their (the men's) offspring. (fhey 
were sined by someone else.) 

These indecent people will be punished in the. Hereafte r 
severely. However, those who repent from their sins and turn 
to the forgiving and Me rcifu l Lor d a re safe fr o m these 
meanings. 

7. ARROGANT WOMAN 

Whether a man is arrogant or a woman, both are equally 
s pecimens of He ll. Arroga nce is disliked by Allah and His 
Messenger !i\1., and people also hate it. An arrogant person 
imagines that he is superior to everyone. The Prophet li\1. has 
said warning his 11/1/lllalt, "If anyone has pride even as much as 
a grain of mustard seed then Allah will fling him in Hell face 
d own.'' 0 

. 

The Prophet~ also said, "He will not enter Paradise who 
has so much as a grain of pride in h im.'' 8 

Arrogance is fou nd in words, deeds and characte r. lt is a 
desp ised trait though it might be an atom's worth . Why should 
a person be arrogant? He is created from a drop of semen and 

. carries impu rities in his whole body. We know from Ahadith 
that a prou d person will not enter Paradise. The p roud will be 
admitted to Hell. T hey may be men or women. 

8. THE QUARRELSOME WOMAN 

What man utters with his tongue is either advantageous to 
!tim a nd to o the rs o r wicke d and accountable. Except fo r 

•· remembrance of Allah, every kind of excesiv.e sp.eech is a waste 
of time and harmful. A llah's Messenger .13 explained it in one 

• • 
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of his sayings. He said, "He w ho talks much commits many 
mistakes. And, if he makes many mistakes then he w ill commit 
many s ins. And, he who has many s ins against him is more 
wort~y of Hell." 0 

So m e times it is good to ta l k but silence is safe. 
However, remembrance of Allah and d e fe nce o f t ruth is 
exempted (from this axiom). The P rophet ~ said about it, 
" May Allah t)ave mercy o n the person who when he s peaks 
derives be nefit o r o bserves s ilence against evi l ta lk and 
becomes secu re.'' 0 . 

It happens that a negligent pe rson ridicules a religious 
practice o r is rude to someone beCause of w hich he deserves to 
go to Hell. The Prophet ~ said about this thing, "Sometimes 
one utters uninten tionally w hat pleases Allah Who exalts him 
in ra nk because of tha t. (In the s ame way,) he utte rs, in a 
moment of negligence, what displeases A llah because of which 
he goes to Hell.'' • · 

There is an ancient saying: 

..!..IJL,p A-.,p ;;, I ..!.1J ~ ..!.1J W 
Your tongue is your horse. If you preserve it, it will preserve · 
you. 

9. DISOBEDIENT WIFE 

If a woman obeys her husband, offers snlnlt five'times a day, 
keeps ~ast in Ramadan, observes what Allah has enjoil'led and 
forbidden then by AUah's will she ·will e nter Paradise . 

On the other han4, she who is d isobedient to her husban d 
will enter H ell even if she is careful about sainlt, fasting an d 
o ther duti t!s to Allah . A woman's en try into Paradise is 
dependent on her husband 's pleasure. The Prophet aF. said : 

~I ..::.J.,.:..) Jl>l; ~ \.v.-J j J ~ i ...,-1 ~I 
Whichever woman dies having h er hus band pleased with her 
will enter Paradise. • · · 

0 Tabarani. , 
0 Ibn Mubar!k, Bayhaqi. . 

· 0 Bukhari II 6477, Muslim 5().2988, Tinnidhi II 23319, Ibn Majoh II 3969, Muwatta 
Imam Maalik II 5, Musna<l Ahmad, 3/41>9 . 

e Trmidhi 111161, fbn Majah 111854. . 
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H o w e ve r, obedie nce to a hu s ba nd is conditi o na l t@ 
obedience to Allah. If it invo lves disobedience to Allah the n it 
is no t .allo w ed to obey the hu s band , fo r, it is fo rbi dd en to 
obey a c reature at the cost o f disobedie nce to Allah . Thus, if a 
husband asks his wife to cast a way her ve il, sh-e should no t. 
o bey him because he asks he r to d isobey Allah and un less he 

, repents he will remain in the purv iew of a cuckold. As lo ng 
as he commands wha t is re putable, it is wajib 'to obey h im. 
Allah says: 

~ ..... /"",. ........ . ~·"' .., .... •""" :,... .l:l .. / 
~······ ')t~~ .. ~~")lt l' ~·- c)~ 

Th~ if they obey you, seek not any way against them. (4:34) 

The Prophet .8 said: 

.. ~~;l ~ ~JI ol.rJ' .::.J r~ ~~ ~ ~JI \.lr.:l ;t..:..;S' _,1 
If l were to ord er •nyone that h e s hould prostrate himself 
before anyone, I w ould order .the woman that s he should 
prosttate l:lerself before her husband.0 

·· The Prophet A J 1so said : • · 

. ~~ ~J~ .::.J\J ~~ ~JI ~li 4..!.1) ul' .uir ' ~ )' l&-.) I.) I 

.~~~~~~ 
· When the man 'invites his w"ife ·to. his bed, but she refuses to 

come and he spends the night a ngry, the angels curse her till it 
is morning.• 

He a lso said: 

.u.)4 ~~ .au.~ J) J r ~ ~JI oi~ ~ ~ 
1\. is not al lowed to a wo man to keep a fast while h er husband 
is there w ithout his permission.• · · 

This appltes t o sup.e e rogato r y fasts . H ow e ve r , she 
mus t .Keep the' o bligatory fast whether he r hus band is at 
~orne o r po t . 

0 T;imllhi II 1159 • 
e Bukhari II ;\2.17, Mu.~lim II 1272/1436, Abu Oawud II 2141, Darami II 2228, Ahmall 

2/~~9. . 
Cl Bukhari II 5195. Muslim II 84/1026, Abu Oawull II 2458, ·; irm illhi II 782. ibn Majah 

111761, 1)a ram i 111720, Ahma ll 2/ 444. 
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HOW MAY A WOMAN KEEP AWAY FROM H ELL 

Allah's Messenger 0 said: 

;WI JAI .JS"I ~jJ ~\i ~.J....AJ ~WI ;:.- 4 
0 company of women! Give charity o fte n because I saw 
women in a mojority in Hell. 
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When the Prophet A went on m i' raj, he saw Paradise and 
Hell. He saw mor~ women in H ell, so he ordered the m to give 
chari ty to save the mselves from Hell. Charity is a means o f 
purity from sin and deliverance from Allah's punishment. 

Allah has said: 

T ake alms out of their riches that y ou may cleanse them. 
(9:103) 

Sadaqah keeps Allah's punishme nt away. If a \YOm an is 
poor and canno t g ive charity then s he may make iikr a nd 
istighfar often. (l'hat is, remember Allah and seek forgiven"ess.) 

A woman must not be the devil's help. She m.u~t devote 
herself to obey Allah a nd refrain from pursuing her lustful 
desires. According to traditions, certain things will trans pire 
before the Last Hour. Knowledge will be withdrawn, ignorance 
will preval, adultery will be committed often, wine will be 
consumed com mon ly and there will be more women a nd 
fewer men . 

Sayyidina Anas ibn Maalik 4/i. narrated: I heard Alla h ' s 
Messenger 8 say - and no one will narrate this Hadith to you 
afte r me - " Withdrawal o f knowledge, prevelance of 
ignorance, predominance o f adultery, prepondernace of wine -
drinking, scarcity of men and a large number of women so that 
there will be on: man to look after fifty women -are signs of 
the Last Hour." 

Withdrawal of knowledge will be through death of the 
Ulatua (schola rs) . Ignorance will be rampant th rough 

0 Bukharlll 80, Muslim It 9/ U11, Abu Dawud II 60, Tirmidhl#l 2205 Nasa' I # 44~ 
Ibn Majlh 114045, Darami 11476, Ahmad 3/176. ' ' 
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emerge nce o f false claimants to knowledge who will issue 
ruling o n the basis of their personal whims. Adu ltery w ill 
spread and wine will be cons umed freel y. This w i11 invite 
Allah's wrath and cause ruin. Sayyidah Ayshah '+"-•1"u-"J asked 
A lla h 's Messenger 13 , "Will we be destroyed despite the 
presence o f pio us people among us?" He said, "Yes, w hen 
wicked ness is abundant."

0 
This refers to - abundance of 

adultery. 
As for fifty women de pe nding on one m an, it does not 

mean that one man w iJI marry fifty women. 

SOME EXCELLENT WOMEN 
How many women there a re in the world who are perfect! 

We canno t count them . H owever, the Prophet fl1t - giver of 
true information - has named them. 

J 1J y.) ilrl 4.,.-.oT J IJI_,..s ..::...:..t ~/' :4A.ul ~WI "W fl"" 
-<~ 1 ~ .1»1 ~> ~ ..::...:..t wu 1 ~.r ..::...:..t ~..uo-

The best women of the world are four: Maryam bint Imran, 
. Aaslyatt wife of Fir' awne Khadijah bint Khuwaylid and 

Fatimah blnt Muhasmmad. , 

He also said: 

J IJI_,..s ~ ~..r" ~ I "WI IJ' ~ ~ J _;$ ~1)1 ~ J.S' 
}\.....~~I J.AiS' "\,-.JI ~ 4..!..l\$. J.At J !Jy) ol.rl 4,-oT 

-~w.JI 
. There have been perfect men in large numbers. But among 

women none attained perfection except Maryam bint Imran 
and Aasiyah wife of Fir'awn, and Ayshah' s exc~llence over 
women is like the excellence of tharid over other kinds of 
food.• 

Men's perfection is because of various reasons: intelligence, 
religion, e tc. But, it is least found in women. At most, four 
women have this perfection. According to one Hadith they are 
the chief of all women. The Prophet 8 said: 

0 6ukl~ r1 11 3346, Musllm 112/2811. 
e ·nrmldhi, Musnad Ahmad, Ibn Asakir. 

·• Bukharl II 3411 , Muslim II 70/24-'ll, 1'1rmidhi II 1834, Ibn Majah II 3280, Ahmad 
_4/'!>94. 
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!Jj&-)olriJ~~ JWU J~.J" .I.A!~IJAI "Wo~ 
The chief of women of Paradise after Maryam are Fatimah, 
Khadijah and the wife of Fir' awn. Aasiyah. 
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HELL AND ITS IMMATES 

EJ Nature of Hell-fire 

$ Gates of He ll 
• C ha ins & Fetters of He ll 

e Food o f Hell 
• Kinds of punishme nt in He ll 

• Keepers of Hell 



NATURE OF HELL-FIRE 

Allah's punishment is for every stubborn disbeliever and 
polytheist and violator of Allah's commands and every s inner. 
The fire is wild and it pierces hearts and turns childre n into old 
men. 

Allah kindled the fire in H ell. It burned for a thousand 
years till it turned w hite . Aga in it wa.s kindled and it 
burned for a tho usand yea rs till it became re d . It was 
kind led the third time and allow ed to burn for a tho us and 
years ti ll it became black. Its fierceness cannot be mitigate d 
and its heat is so sever e that so much o n o pe ning as a 
needle's head would destroy a ll creation o n earth. In fact, if 
the keepers o f Hell were to be seen then all who see the m 
will pe rish. 

0 you weak man! Ponder a while! If the s un's heat 
becomes a little severe, you are on the point of d eath. You 
pe rs pire pro fus ely and breathe heavily. Then, what d o you 
think of the severity of the fire of Hell? Will you be able to 
to lerate it? Allah's Messenger • said about it: 

~W4 ~llf.jl ~ y J ~ ) U .yo ~ _r:- ~.yo~ j?." o.l.A ~ JU 

_l.aA.;.. '-f.,~ ~ ~ iJ \S" l.t ,;.p1 J"' 

This fire of yours is one-seventieth part of the fire of Hell. If 
it was not extinguished with water twice, there would not 
have been benefit for anyone in it. • 

He also said, "The fire kindled by man is one-seventieth 
part of H ell-fire." Someone said, "Of Messenger of Allah, By 
Allah, the fire of the world would be e nough." He said , "The 
fire of Hell is above the fire of the world by sixty-nine parts 
and each of its portoin has that much heat: •• 

Someone .asked AIJah's Messenge r A whe the r the fire 
of Hell had eyes. He asked, " Have you not heard these 
words of A llah: 

e Ibn Majah 114318. 
e Bukhori 3265, Muslim 30/2843, Tirmldhi 2589. 
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When it sees them £rom a far place, they shall fear its raging 
and roaring. · (25:12) 

A neck will protrude from Hell-fire, having two eyes with 
w hich it will see. It w ill have a tongue with which it will speak 
and say. " I have been appointed for every s uch person who 
ascribes partner with Allah ... " (to the end) 

Allah has said: 

~.)( ... - J.w l"t -:-. I ·'~" c~ -GI , }..r' ~ .!) ~ ~ 

Surely We have prepared fo r the evildoers a fire, (the canopy 
of) its pavilion will encompass them. 08:29) 

Sayyidina At>pullah ibn Abbas • asked Mujahid .iit ~ J 

~."Do you know how large hell is?" Mujahid said, "No!" Ibn 
Abbas 4Jc, said, " By Allah, you cannot fathom . The d istance 
betwee n the ear-lobe of an inmate of Hell and his s hou lder will 
be a distance of seventy years. P us and blood will flow from 
that as though streams." 

Mujahid asked whether th e re were rive rs in Hell and 
Sayy idina Ibn A bbas. s aid, "No , there are no rivers b u t 
valleys. Do you know the extan t of the bridge of Hell?" 
Mujahld ~ .iit ~ J said, " No." He said, "Sayyidah Ayshah 
~ .iit ~ J had asked Allah's Messenger A about: 

And the whole earth w ill b e His handful o n t he Day of 
Resurrection (39:67) 

she asked, 'Where will the people be on that day?' He said, 'On 
top of the bridge:• 

FETTERS AND IRON R O DS OF HELL 

Allah has ·said: 
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And for them shall be maces of iron. (22:21) 

When the fetters are on their necks and the chains, they are 
dragged, into the boiling water. (40:n-n> 

And He a lso said: 

in a chain of seventy cubits length. (69:32) 

«$F~ -~~ ~ ~~:~J "G:J 0t 
Surely with Us are heavy fetters, and a raging fire. (78:12.) 

These things are for the inmates. The Prophet !lr. d escribed 
the m. A bowl was lying before him . He pointed out to it. " If a 
stone like it is released from the hea ven, it w ill reach earth 
before night though the d istance from earth to heaven is five 
hundred years. But if it is released from the top of the chian of 
Hell then it will take forty years to reach its botto m:· • 

Sayyid ina Ubayy ibn Ka'b 4;i. said, " Each ring of this fetter 
is like all the irons of the world ."• · 

VA LLEYS, M OUNTAINS, R IVERS & DRINKS OF H ELL 

There is a valley in Hell know·n as Wail. The Prophet a1. 
said that the d isbelievers will be put into it. It will take the m 
forty years to reach its bottom . • 

The Pl'ophet ~said: 
T here is a m o u ntai n in H e ll, Sa'ud. It is of fire. A 

disbeliever w ill climb over it for seventy years. Then he will be 
thrown d own. • 

Some. say that Wail is a pond in Hell where the p us of the 

0 Tirmid hi. 
8 Qurtubi. 
e Qurtubi as naralc.'d by Ibn Mubarak. 
8 Tirmidhi as narralc.'d by Abu Sa'ecd lthudrl .. 
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inmates accumulates. Some others say that it is one of the 
doors of He ll. 

The Qur'an says: 

~~~~.}li_; 
And the shade of dark smoke. (56:43) 

Some scholars say that ~ ~ is a mountain in Hell in whose· 
shade the inmates will try to get a nap. The smoke of Heil-fire 
is very hot. 1t is described in the words: 

$ ~I -1_; ;~~ -I 
Neither cool nor pleasant. (56:44) 

As for ~_,..(place of destruction), Imam Mujahid said that 
. it is a valley in Hell while Ikrimah said that it is a stream of fire 
in Hell at w hose banks are snakes like black mules. Whe n the 
snakes attack them, the inmates will try to save themselves by 
jumping into the fire. 

Sayyidina Anas ..;$b said that ~_,.. is a valley full of blood 
and pus. 

One of the rivers of Hell is named ~. Sayyidah Aysha h 
~ i»'.rP J was asked about the verse 

So they shall soon e ncounter perdition. (19:59) 

She said that~ was a river in Hell. 
There is a prison In He ll called JU!I. Sayyid lna Abdullah 

ibn Abbas'*' and Ka'b '*' said tha t JU!I is a place in Hell. 
When it w ill be opened, all the inmates of Hell wiU shrie k 
because of its heat. 

The Proph~t 1ft, said that there is a walley on Hell called 
F· The other valleys o f Hell will also seek refuge from the the 
sereri ty of its heat. • 

The Prophet 1ft, also said, "On the Day of Resurrection, the 

0 Qurtubi reported tlldt Ibn Muharak said, " II is a place for stusborn tyrants." 
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arrogant people will be gathered like tiny ants in human form. 
Every little thing will rise above them and they will be 
admitted into a prison in He ll called Bulas where they w ill be 
given to d rin k the pus and sweat of the inmates of Hell. o 

T here is a well in Hell called .:> .rJI ...,-... It is for tt:ose reciters 
of the Qur'an w ho recite it to be praised by men and perform 
deeds to show off. The Prophet • said, 'Seek refuge form it." 
The sahabah ..;$b asked, "Of Messenger of Allah, w hat is ...,-.. 
.:> ;-JI ?" He said, "It is a valley in Hell from which Hell itself 
seeks refu ge seventy times every d ay. Allah has prepared it for 
the ostentatious scholars.'' 0 · 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah • narrated that there are mills 
in Hell which will be driven by the evil scholars. Some of those 
who know them will recognise them and ask them, "Why have 
you been brought here? We used to learn from you." They will 
answe r, "Yes, we used to enjoin you with piety in the world 
but we did not put that in practice ourselves." 

Alla h has said about them : 

Do you enjoin virtue upon mankind, and yet you yourselves 
forget it. (2;44) 

Sayyidina Usamah ibn Zayd • narrated: I heard Allah 's 
Messenger it. say, "A man will be brought on the Day of 
Resu rrection. His intestines would have emerged outside and 
he would be thrust into Hell. He will go round like a donkey 
round a mill. Other inmates of Hell will ask him, "0 man, you 
use<;! to enjOin piety on us and forbid evil. How are you here?" 
He w ill say, "But, I d id not practice what I preached, and I 
perpetrated evil." 

FUEL FOR FIRE 

T he fire of Hell is fueled by two things: 

1. Human beings and 

e Qurtubi 
e Tirmid hi. A version says that Hell seeks refuge from it a hundred times and a nother 

version. ' four hundred times.' 
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2. Stones. 

Allah has said: 

$ ;:,.~ .;~ tQ(; ~6\ ~~)_; 
... Whose fuel is mankind and stones. It is prepared for the 
disbelievers. (2:24) 

T h e word ..rl.:.l.' (man kind ) includes the young and o ld, 
women who do not wear the veil and other s inn e rs, the 
disbelievers and the hypocrites. As for the stones, they will be 
the idols that were worshi pped and the s tone o f su lphur. 

Allah says: 

!Surely you and what you worship besides Allah s hall be 
fuel of Hell.J (27:98) 

Ibn Mubarak ~ kt .._ > reported that Sayyidina Abbas ibn 
Abdul Muttalib . narrated to Allah 's Messenger~ sa id, 
"This religion will re ign supreme over all religions till it 
reaches beyonq the oceans. People will advance horses into the 
oceans to propagate Allah's rel igion. Afte r that such people 
will come who will recite the Qur'an and boast, "Who can 
recite better than us? Who can know better than us?" 

Then Allah's Messenger ~ said to the Saha bah 4;1., "Do 
you see a ny good in these people?" They said, "No". He said, 
"They will be your own people," meaning that they will be of 
this ummah. "And they will be fue l of He ll.'' 8 

Imam Qurtubi explained the wo rd oJ~'J that the s tone 
bur~ing in Hell will be the stone of sulphur. 

The reason why it will be used is that the stone o f sulphur · · 
has five qualities: 

(1) It is quickly combustible. 
(2) It has a pu ngent odour. 

(3) It has a dense smoke. 

(4) It is s ticky and s ticks on the body. 
0 Qurtubi. 
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(5) Its temperature soars considerably on heating. 

May Allah protect us aU from it! 

Some exegettes explain that the fire fuelled by stone is for 
the disbelievers . 

VOTARIES OF TYRANTS WILL BE DOGS OF HELL 

The votaries of tyrants are their workers and the evil scholars 
who are their 'yes men' in everything they say- whether lawful 
or u n lawful. T he evil schola rs are the ones who enjoin piety 
upon others but neglect to follow up in practice. They forbid evil 
but d o not refrain from it. The workers of the tyrants follow in 
the footsteps of these evil scholars, as also the evil orators. 

Ibn Mubarak reported that Sayyidina Anas ibn Maalik • 
narrated: Allah's Messenger~ said , "On the night of the 
mi'raj I saw people whose lips were being cut by scissors of 
fire. When I asked Jibril ~ about them, he said that they were 
the orators (who encouraged others to d o good but neglected 
that). And they also recited the Book of Allah." 

Ibn Mubarak 4# ~~ ~) also said that the police w h o 
further the w rongs of the tyrants are also the dogs of Hell. (We 
beseech Allah to keep us safe fro m this!) 

·FOOD, DRINK & CLOTHING IN HELL 

The inmates of Hell will eat znqqum. 

J+J1f 0 ~~~ r~Z $ ~JJJr :s~ 01. 

$ ~ -:.~1 ~$y~l ~~ 
Surely the tr~e of Zaqqum is the food of the sinful, like the 
molten brass; it shall seethe in their beHies as the seething of 
boiling wate.r. (44:43-46) 

They will drink pus. 
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If they seek aid, they will be aided with water like molten 
copper, that shall scald their faces - how evil the drink and 
how vile the resting - place. (18:29) 

Therefore, there is no friend for him here today, nor any food 
except foul vus, which none but the sinners <>at. (69-.36-37} 

The word .:;J-S- is the pus of the inmates of Hell. The ir 
clothes wi ll be of charcoal. 

As for those who disbelit>ve, garments of fire shall be cut out 
for them. (22:19) 

Their garments of pitch. (14:50) 

They will be given t;~ (n bitter, bad-smelling tree) to eat. 

~ Jo • -~Jo --r ~ ., ~ ~ ~ . .q, !f.w, ·.-r. ... .:. 
yf?r~~ ~~ ~~"-!""''-"! ~(' r-~ 

They shall have no food but of bitter thorns, neither 
nourishing, n or satisfying hunger. (88:6- 7) 

Some scholars say that Cj? is a kind of g rass that grows in 
spring and d ries in summer. The animals also eat it. Some say 
that Cj? is a stone in Hell. 

The inmates o f H e ll will experience severe thirst and 
strong h unger. They .-vi ii plead with the inhabitants o f 
Paradise that th ey shoul d let them have some of the ir 
sustenance. 

The words of the Qur'an are: 
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And the companions of the Fire will call out to the companJons 
of the Garde_n, "Pour on us some wate.r, or of what Allah has 
provided you (in food)." They will reply, "Surely Allah has 

. forbidden both (water and food) to the disbelievers. (7:50) 

THEIR LAST CALL 

47 

Bayhaqi has rej:>orted that Muhammad ibn Ka'b a l-Qurazi 
said, "The inmates. of Hell will make five supplications. Allah 
w ill reply to four of these but not to the fifth . Thereafte r, they 
will make no call. The Qur'an says: 

Our Lord, twice have You made us die, and twice have You 
given us life. Now we confess our sins. Is there a way out of 
(this)?" (40:11! · 

Allah's repfy: 

...... ~ ...... J:t--t·~.... ,~. .,., ,. ,..., ~~f, " -; ,Jo -:~t.. ~--
.. -j.. .!l~ wl ~_.-...!_;A 4--= p..J-.J .oil (J;~ b' r.U 1.) 

,... - ~ """ !:.. > " 

~ ~~ .,-:ir .& J-Oi~ r ~ ~ 
~ ·- •. I.S:"' ...... ~ ~~ 

That is because when Allah alone was called upon, you 
dispelieved, but when some one was associated with Him, 
you believed." So judgement belongs to Allah the High, the 
Great. (40:12! · 

They will pray: 

Our Lordi We have seen a.nd heard, so send u s- back, we 
will do righteous deeds, surely we are (now) convince d. 

(32:12) 

~lah's reply: 
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So taste now (t h e chastisement) because" you forgot the 
meeting of this day of yours; surely we have forgotte n you 
and taste the abiding chastisement for what you used to do. 

(32:14) 

The in mates of He ll w ill cry out: 

O ur Lordi Take u s o ut, w e will do righteous deeds, other 
than what w e used to do. (35:37) 

Allah will say: 

What, did W~: not grant you a long life enough for one to be 
admonished who would b e admonished? Aitd there came to 
you the warner. So taste (the fruits of your deeds), because 
for the evildoers there is no helper. (35:37) 

T hey w ill again compla in: 

~ a~ r;·~ t~ L-: G_;i -:. ( ,;b .·<--~ C" 
~ ... ;_r :.J .- - . _'..) 

Our Lordi O ur wretchedness overcame us, and we were an 
erring people. (23:106> 

Allah will say: 

$ ~~ "}_; ~ ~--~i 
Slink you into it, and speak not to Me. (23:108) 

Ima m Qurtubi said that thereafter the inmates o f Hell will 
not have a ny conversation with Allah. 

THE SHRIEK OF THE DWELLERS OF HELL 

It is natural fo r man to cry when.he faces pWlishment a nd 
feel pain on his body and soul. Sayyidina Anas ibn Maalik '*' 
na rrated that the P rophet .. said, "0 people! Weep fro m fear 
of Allah in the wo rld . If you d o not ge t the weeping then ma ke 
as if yo u weep o the r w ise you will have to .w eep in the 
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Hereafter. So, the inmates of He ll w ill weep to s uch an exten t 
that tears wi ll drop on the ir faces as thoug h rivu le ts were 
flowing. Tears wou ld give·way to blood that will flow to such 
an exten t that ships cou ld sail in the m. 0 

T H E LEAST PUNIS HED IN HELL 

Sayyidina N u'man ibn Bashir ~narrated a Hadith that on 
the Day of Resurrrection the person w ho will receive the least 
punishment will be made to wear sandals of fire because of 
which his brain wou ld begin to boil.• 

HELL'S COMPLAINT TO ALLAH 

Sayyid ina Abu Hur.ay ra h • narrated tha t the Prophet .. 
sa id, "The fire of He ll com plained to Allah that some o f its 
parts overlapped on some others. So, A llah a llowed it to ta ke 
two breaths - one in winter and the other in s u mme r. He nce, 
the severity of winter is because of Zamharir a nd the severity 
of heat is because of the extreme heat of Hell.'' • 

0 my Muslim bro the rs! Just g ive it a thoug ht! You cannot 
e ndu rE.' the heat of the s un in this world. Ho w you pe rspire! 
T he n think of the severe heat of He ll - w ill you be a ble to bear 
it? May Allah keep us safe. Aameen! 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'eed Khudri 4;o narra te d : I heard Alla h's 
Messenger ~ say, " Whe n Allah w ill assemble a ll the creatu res 
on the Day of Resurrection, the fire w ill tu rn to the m with full 
force and its keeper will s to p it. The fire will say, 'Do not come 
between me and my spouses e lse [will s urro u nd a ll the people 
a t once.' Hell will be as ked w ho its s pouses a re, a nd it w ill say, 
'Every a rrogant, tyrant.'0 

S EVEN DOORS OF HELL 

Allah says: 

0 l'~zkirah Ql~rtubi. Ibn Majah. · 
e Muslim 1/ 1%. llukh.ui 1>561, f>562. Tirmidhi 21,()4, ll.tr.~mi 2ll411, Ahma,t V7!1. 
0 llukh.tri N 5~6. S:\7, 5'111. Mu~lim 1115/217 
0 lil/.kir.th Qurtubi. 
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It has seven gates. To each gate is assigned a portion of 
them. (15:44) 

The names of .the gates are: 
1. Jnlmflnnm, 
2. Lnzn, 

3. Snqnr, 
4. ni-Hutnmnlr, 
5. ni-Jnltim, 
6. ns-Sa'ir and 
7. ni-Hnwiynlt. 

Sayy idina Abdullah ibn Abbas • said, " Hell is pitch black. 
T her is no light in it whatever." ft has seven gates, each 
assigned a portion of them. 

There are seventy thousand mo untains in each ga te and 
each mountain has seventy tho usand passes of fire." Each pass 
has seventy thousand valleys of fire and each va ley has 
seventy tho~sand houses of fire. Eac h house has seventy 
tho usand rooms of fire, each room has seventy thousand 
pitche rs fille d with poison. On the Day of Resurrectio n, a ll 
these will be uncovered of the screen over them. Black smoke 
will spread about to a ll sides - to the right and left, to the fore 
and rear. Men and jinn will look at it and exclaim: 

...i:. . I _1:. . I 

1"7""' y) - 1"7""" y) 
0 Lord, save us! 0 Lord, save us! 

We too will raise our voice: 

_1:.:.., · -~i.:.. :.., · 
1"7""' ; ) 1"7""' ; ) 

Sayyidina Abdulah ibn Mas' ud 4JI, narrated : 

The Prophet ~ said, "On the Day of Resurrection, H e ll 
will be brought with seventy thousand reins, eac h will be 
pulled by seventy thousand angels."• · 

Sayyidina Abdullah ibn Abbas • said about the keeper of 
HelJ that the distance between his shoulder is a travel of one 
year. If he will strike o nce with an iron rod then seventy 
thousand men will go d own to the bottom of Hell." 

0 Muslim II 29/ 2848, rirm illhi M Z57.\ 
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We must derive lesson from these accounts. It is necessary 
to relate the Ahadith about Hell. There are some Ahadith that 
we ca nn ot com pre hend in thi s world merel y with our 
intell igence. Allah has said: 

And none knows the hosts of your Lord but He. <74:31) 



CHAPTER THREE 

WOMEN WHO RECEIVED TIDINGS OF HELL 

«!} Wife of Sayyidina NUh ~ 

• WifeofSayyid inaLut~ 

G Wife of Abu Lahar - the carrier of firewood 

.£1) T he woman who killed Sayyidina Yahya ~ 



THE WIFE OF SA YYIDINA NUH ~ 

Allalt tlte Exalted, made the wife of Sayyidina Nli11 ~ 
a11 example for tlte disbelievers. 

She was wife of a Messenger who preached to his people 
for mi11e hundred and fifty years. 

SAyyidina'NUh ~ invited his people for nine hund red 
and fifty years to believe in the unity o(God. But they were 
unmoved, except for a few people w ho believed during this 
long period of time. The believers numbered about eighty - or, 
according to some, lesser than that. It is worth considering why 
such a lengthy effort bore no result. Why did the people not 
accept their Prophet's invitation? Every thinking intell igent 
person is liable to get this question into his mind. 

One of the several reasons was the mischievous attitude of 
his wife. 

The Qur'an speaks elaborately on the refusal of this 
woman t o accept the invitation of her husband and her 
bec<:>ming a hindrance in his mission. 

Allah has struck a similitude for those who disbelieve - the 
wife of NUh and the wife of Lut. They were under two of 
Our righteous servants, but they betroyed them, so that they 
(their husband's availed t~em not hing whatsoever against 
Allah: so it was said (to them), " Enter the Fire along with the 
enterers." (66:10) · 

In human history, the wife of Sayy idina Nuh was a very 
bad example among the wives of the preachers. In fact, she was 
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also a lesson and example for the d isbelievers. 

The Qur 'an has d escribed her sin a nd d is belief as hetraval. 
However, we must re mre mbe r that h e r betroya l was not in 
th ei r mari ta l life. Rather, il was in belie f of tawh id 
(monotheism) and - he r hus ba nd ' s inv itatio n . S he betraved 
him by incitng the people not to accept his inv itation. . 

Why did s he reject h is call ? There is no answer to this 
q uestion in books o f his tory and the Qur 'an. Nevertheless, 
his tory books do record her biography. This descloses that she 
was a resolute, strong wo man. She did try to achieve a distinct 
pos ition in the manne r of women of this generation w ho seek 
to win libt.' rrttio n. 

She was a champio n o f women's liberation move me n t. 
Th us, one of th e reaso n to re ject her h usband was her 
arrogance about he r own person. She hindered her husband all 
throug h the nine hundre d and fifty years o f h is energet ic 
preaching me rely to hold out that she was and inde pende nt 
woman. The resu lt was that her arrogance took her to He ll. 

WHO WAS SHE 

The biographers and historians have given Prophet NUh's 
~ wife's different names: Umzrah (or Awzrah) bint Barakil 
J.S'I..r!~o~, (Wahilah .W.tJ o r Waghilah ~'J) . 

Sayyidah Ayshah ~ kt ~J narrated that Sayyidina Jibril 
~ came to the Prophet and Sd id that the name of Prophet 
l\luh's ~ wife was Waghilah ~'J and o f Pro phet Lut's ~ 
was Walihah -..I'J· • 

Sayyidinrt Abd ullah Ibn Abbas ..:;;, narrated: "The wife of 
NUh ~ used to tell the people that he was insane. She did not 
commit treac hery in the ir ma r ital l ife. " Never has an y 
P ro phe t's wife co mitte d adultery a n d all exegel tes a re 
unanimous on this issue. Also, she did nQt betray him in his 
honour .and nobility, but s he did betray h im in re lig ion. Not 
on ly d id s he refuse to be lieve but she a lso incited others to 
reject him and not to lis ten to him . 

0 T,l(!>i r Qurtuhi (Surah dt-T,lhrim) 
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How tho ught provoking! The wife of a great P rophe t and 
preach e r s tood at a very blamewo rthy station. How she 
red icu led her husband! Her conduct made her worthy of Hell, 
and other women like her. 

Her fate is a caution for every woman who is a n obstacle to 
religion. It is also a warning fo r all women who instigate 
women to s hun the veil on t he pretext of fe male l iberation. 
Indeed, we see the likes of NUh's ~ wife in every era. They 
are Lhe women who wo rk to remove all religio us restrictions 
for women. Allah says: 

® ~·:i!l 2 .:;ol ~~~ 
Enter the fire along with the enterers. (66:101 

Th is Divi ne com mand applies not on ly to the wives o f 
Prophet NUh ~ and Prop het Lut ~but to all wo men who 
fo ll ow in the footsteps of t he wife of P roph e t NUh ~­
Observe! The ir marital relationshi p with Prophe ts cou ld not 
save them from Hell and Divine punishment. The Prophet Jj. 
made it very c lear t hat everyone mus t rectify h is o r her 
conduct, for re lat ionship with a Prophet wi ll not h e lp any 
body. He had said to Sayyidah fatimah ~~'.r"J: 

4~ ~l,:r-~~I ~ ~\1 ~~)>. 
Perform your deed s, for, I w ill b e of no avail to you' w ith 
Allah. 

lie had said the sa me thing to his u ncle, Sayyidina Abbas 
.:iJ;, and aunt, Sayyidah Safiyah ~ kt ~ J· 

INVITATION TO HJS PEOPLE 

The era of P ro phet NUh ~ was close to the e ra of 
Sayyidina /\adam~- Some say that Nuh ~was the tenth 
grandson of S a yyidina Aadam ~ - there were t en 
generations between them . 

DESCENT 

T he books of biography and history give his line of d escent 
thus: 
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NUh ibn Lamik ibn Matu_shalkh ibn Akhnukh (Idris) ibn Yard 
ibn Mahlabil ibn Qinatl ibn Anush ibn Shith ibn Aadam ~-

So meone asked the Prophet ~, "Wa s Aadam ~ a 
Pro phet?" He said, " Yes he was a Pro phe t who conve rsed with · 
A llah." The man asked, "How much time separated them?" He 
sa id, "Ten qurun." The word gurun here mea ns generation, not 
a hundrE;!d years. Some people say tha.t Sayyidina NUh ~\ was 
the firs t Messenger to be sent ·in t he world, this ra ises th e 
question: was no Messenge r sent before him? 

This opinio n· is not correct. Scholars of e xegesis and history 
agree that generations that preceded Pro phet NUh ~ were 
monotheists. Tabari has stated in 'Ta rikh' that one hundred 
cmd twenty s ix years separated Sayyidina Aadam ~and 

Sayy idina NUh ~- It is also stated in Ahadith that before 
Prophet NUh ~, Sayy idina Aadam ~ - the fa ther of 
mankind- was a Prophet. Also, ·h is sons Sayyidina Shith ~ 
and Sayy idina Idris ~were Prophet-; and Messengers having 
been sent to their respective peoples. The exegettes are agreed 
that thes~ Prophets were sen t to monotheist peoples, but 
Sayy idina Nuh ~ was sent to ido laters. This is why h e is 
called the firs t Messenger. Allah says: 

And certain ly We sent NUh ~ to his people, so he tarrie d 
amon g them a thousand years less f ifty years . T hen, the 
deluge sei zed them while they were ev il-doer s. So We 
delievered h im and the inmates of the Ark, and made it a 
sign to the worlds. (29:14-15) 

All the ten generations between Sayyidina Aadam ~and 

Sayyidina NUh ~ were believers in one God. T hen, how did 
they beco m e idol-worshippers? What was the reason to 
abandon monotheis m and take lip ido lato ry. 
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T he h is to ry books te ll u s that there were pious peop le 
among t hem -some of them also P ro phets name d in the 
Qur'an as Wadd, Suwa', Yag huth, Ya'uq and Nasr, offspring 
of Sayy idina Aadam ~- When they died, the people were 
grieved much. They stayed at their graves remem bering the ir 
piety. The devil seized the opportunity and came to them in . 
hum-a n form and sympat.hise d with them, saying, "Seei ng 
your sorrow, I have decided to make for you a re presentation 
of these people that you ma y kee p the m with you and 
re me mbe r them . What do you say?" So, he made for them a 
representation of each of these five people. Th en he made s mall 
statues - fig uerines - of them to keep them in their homes. So, 
these peop le ke pt the s tatues in their h o mes as we keep 
p ictures of our e lde rs though Shari 'ah does not pe rmit it. It is 
forbidde n to make pictures o f anyone, and to ke p them in 
home is to drive away angels of mercy and draw in the d evil. 

Anyway, the people of NUh ~ kept the models in the ir 
hom es. Gradually, they forget the o rigin and by the next 
generation th e re presentation s were taken a s gods. and 
worshipped . T hey gave up wors hip of Allah and be lieved that 
the ido ls gave them every thing. 

So, Alla h sent to t hem one of tpeir own righteous me n, 
NUh ~ as His Messenger that they might give up idolatory 
and re turn to Allah. 

Sayyidina NUh ~ preached to them fo r nine hundrea and 
fifty years - day and nig ht. He never was lethargic. But, his 
people refused to return to the ancie nt religion. They continued 
on their s tubborn ways and idolatory. The Qur'a n says: 
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Sureiy We sent NUh to his people saying, "Warn your people 
before there comes to them a painful chastisement." 
He said, "0 my people, surely I am a plain warner to you, 
that you should worship Allah and fear Him, and obey n:te. 
He will for give you your si n s, and will defer you to an 
appointed term. Surely the term of Allah, when it comes, it 
shall not b e deferred; if you but knew. He said,"My Lord, ~ 
have call e d my people night and day, but my callin g 
increases them .in naught but (their) feeli n g. And surely 
whenever I called them that You might forgive them, they 
put their fingers in their ears, and wrapped themselves with 
thei r garments and persisted a nd showed vehement 
arrogance. Then surely I called them aloud; Then I spoke to 
them publicly, and I spoke to the m secretly. So I said, "Seek 
forgiveness of y our Lord; surely, He is ever Forgiving. He 
will send down upon you rain in torrents, and will help with 
riches, and sons, and will assign to you gardens, an d will 
assign to you rivers. What is the matter with you that you 
look not for majesty in Allah, and indeed He created you in 
stages? H ave you not considered how Allah created s even 
heavens one above another, and placed the moon therein for 
a light, and placed the sun for a lamp? And Allah has caused 
you to grow out of the earth as a growth. then He shall return 
you into it, and bring you forth in a (new) bringing forth. 
And Allah has made for you the earth an expan se, that you 
may traverse thereof the open ways." 
Niih said, "My Lord, surely they disobeyed me and followed 
hjm whose wealth and children have increased him in 
naught but loss, and they h ave devised a mighty devise. And 
they have said, 'Do not leave your gods, nor leave Wadd, nor 
Suwa, nor Yaghuth, nor Ya'uq, nor Nasr.' And indeed they 
have led many astray. Increase the evildoers in naught but 
error!" 
And because of th e ir sins they were drowned, and then 
admitted into Fire, so they did not find for themselves any 
he lpers besides Allah. 
And NUh said, "My Lord, leave not of the disbelievers any 
dwei.Ier on the earth. Surely, if You leave them, they will lead 
astray Your servant s, a nd will be.,;et none but m iscreant, 
ingrate ones. My Lord, forgive me and my parents and him 
who enters my house as a believer, and the believing men 
and the believing women. And You increase not t he 
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~vildoers bul in ruin!" m : l -:!8) 

Surpris ingly, Prophet Nuh's $!1 wife - in spite of s taying 
in the house of a P ro phet - rejected m ono th eism a nd 
pro phe thood. She had he r son, Kin'an, too on he r s id e. H e 
ope nly rejected his father. 

Sayyidina NUh ~ had four sons: Haam, $aam, Yafith and 
Kin' an. Except for the las t named, a ll h is sons were believers. 

When he had preached for nine h undred and fi ft y long 
years and the people showed no sign of belief, Sayyidina NUh 
~ was informed by revelation that they were not destined to 
believe .. Only those few that had believed would remain in the 
fo lds of Is lam. Allah o rdered him to make a boat. 

Biographers and his to rians have s t.1tcd thclt Prophet Ntin 
~grew trees fo r a hundred yea rs. Tho:::n, in obo:::dience to 
Allah's command , he began to chop trees to be able to build a 
boat. When he began work on the boat, his people made fun of 
him because the re was no flowing water around to sail a boat 
on . He would say, "You will know soon." 

His w ife a lso ridic ule d him . S h e fo me nted tro uble by 
stirring up the people to mock him . She and her son s tuc k 
to ido l-worship. T he n -by the will of Allah - a viole nt wind 
ble w and th e whole land was floo d ed far an d w ide. 
Eve r yo ne, bes ides t h e Believers, w a s drowned. T he 
Be lievers hlld embarked on the a r k with Sayyidina Nuh ~ 
a nd were s avecj . 

THE ARK AND THE DELUGE 
Some scholars s tate that the dimens ions of the ark were: 

1200 yards long and 600 yard s broad . It was three - s toried. 
T he animals, birds and huma n beings occupied each s torey. 
Allah had commanded h im to take on it two pairs of every 
kind. Allah sa id: 
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W e said, "Embark in it a pair from every kind, and your 
household - excepl him against whom lhe word has al ready 
gone forth - and whoever has believed." And there had not 
believed wilh him except a few. 171:401 

63. 

The earth a nd heaven received Allah's command to Jet out 
water. Earth and the earthlings n1 ust be drowned - only the 
ark of salvatioA must-sail on it and be safe. Thus, water poured 
for th fro m heaven and ear th a nd a ll the disobedient were 
drowned . T he Believers were safe. 

After the destruction of those people, a new generation 
grew from the sons of Sayyid ina Nuh ~ - Saam, Haam .and 
Yafith. Saam's descenda n ts are the A rabs, Pers ians and 
Romans. The descendants of Yafith arc the Yajuj and Majuj, the 
Tu rks and Saqa libah, and of Haam are the Qubts (copts), 
Berber and the Ethiopians.0 

The a rk sai led with P roph(>t NUh ~ and his co-travellers 
for a hundred and fifty dcty.s. When Allah comma nde d the 
water to dry, it s topped on Janel. 

Allah said: 

&;ft.\ :Y- .:;'j •¥!; ~t.j\ 
And it was s aid, "Of earth, swallow your water and, Of 
heaven, abate!" And the waters subsid ed, and the affa ir was 
decided, and it (the ark) rested on al-J udi . (11:44) 

Some schola rs say that Judi is a ·mountain in the no rth of 
Iraq . Therea fter, Is lam sp-read o n earth . T h e r e was no 
disbeliever, rior any . disobedient. All people were blessed with 
faith and were good worshippers. A ll disbelievers, including 
Prophet Nlih's ~ wif~ and son, perished. 

Allah says: 

0 Ibn Kathir (in hiR Tarikh) and Bu;r.%M (in his M usnad ) r·.,pnrtl'll on llw 
author·ity of S.1yyiJina Ahu Hur,>yrah -t1o 111.11 S.1.un'~ children indudcd the 
Arabs, pcrsians <1nJ R,mU>ns, ,>nd they spt•ll ~~~xl. Yafith's children include 
Y<>juj ,md M.1juj, Turks and S.><J••Iib.J .md lhvy h<>vc no ~ood in tlwm. And 
Hdam '!> childr,•n a rc th•• Qubtis, B•·r·b,·r~ ,llld SudarK'Sl'. Th•' Qubt~ ,,,.. 
E~;yptian~. uffsprin~ of Mi~riy.>m ibn Quht il>n Haam ihn Nuh. 
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® ~Q\ ;. ~~; (j;~_; 

And We made his progeny the survivors. (37:77) 

THE WIFE OF SA YYIDINA LUT ~\ 

• The mischievous woman 

• Wife ofJ Allah's Pro phe t Lii t ~ 

• She a nd P rophet NUh's ~ wife we re told in this 
ve ry life that they would so to Hell. 

S he is the second w o man a fter the wife of Sa yy idina 
NUh im w ho is mentioned in the Qur 'an as an ~xample fo r 
the dis be lievers . She to o was a Pro phe t's wife- P ro phe t 
Cut' s ~-

Allah says: 

\ .... :~ .\~t -;{1--:::-- ..... --: •/ _, ,-:'" ./ • . ,., .. ,., ...... .. ~ ,::--:-.~ 
..:;... uW ~ '-' ~t::::.&. ~ U.A..&.~ l:.i= - , - _.. .... ,. . ..... .... .... .. . . 

~~&r-- ... "dlb.\..1..~11 -;. ... 1~· ~ .. ..&1 ..--: r;:;:-;_ 
~ _... .... t:_J ~.J - ... ~ " 

Allah has struck a similitude for those who disbelieve - the 
wife of Niih and the ".'ife of Liit. They were under two of 
Our righteous servants, ·but they betrayed them, so that they 
(their husband's) availed them nothing whatsoever against 
Allah so it w'as said (to them), "Enter the Fire along with the 
enterers." · (66:~0) .: "•1 
T hese word·s . do 'not.imply a be trayal o n the be d , but 

betrayal of belief. These women betrayed the ir husband to turn 
the ir people ag~inst them. 

This is the story of the w o m a n wh o disobeyed h e r 
husba nd iQ o rder that she may have he r s ay. He used to 
invite people to be lieve in one G o d and to a bando n the 
idols. He a lso urged them to shun the unnatural act with 
young boys . 

Howe ve r, she ridiculed her husband in co-operation with 
the people . She called him insane. S urely, s he was an evil . 
woman . 
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S he belonged to Sadum who had degenrated in morals. 
They are known to be the first people to com mit unnatural 
act with boys. They perpetrated ho mosexua li ty openly and 
felt no shame about it. Perhaps our conte mporaries are like 
these ancient people, for, we can find people, today, who 
boast about th e sin they commit without the least 
com pu nction. 

In addition to this sin, the people of Sayyidina Cut ;'fill a lso 
indulged in robbery. They snatched !l'erchandise of travelling 
traders. They were a very bad people. They resided in Sadum­
near the border of Jordan and Iraq. 

THE PROPHET'S UPBRINGING 

We have seen what kind of woman she was. Sayyidina ·Lut 
~ h ad grow n up in different s urro undings. H e had 
s tre ngthened his monotheism under his uncle Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ~. He had also observed how his people had flung 

. him into the fire. After that, Sayyidina Lut ~ sought 
Sayyidina Ibrahim's ~ permission to migrate to preach to 
peo ple. He cast a n ins pecting eye and found the worst of 
people in Sad um and Ammuriyah. 

Allah says: 

And Lut believed in hlm. And he (Ibrahim) said, "S.urely l 
will flee to my Lord. Surely he is the Mighty, the wise. (29:26) 

Sa yy idina Lut ~ the n married a woman of his 
neighbourhood. It is said that she was Walihah. She bore him 
two da ughters. Time flew. He invited the people to belief while 
she called h im insane. He followed in the footsteps of his uncle, 
Sayyidina Ibrahim ~ and invited people to piety and Allah 
commisioned him as a Prophet and Messenger. He called them 
l'O believe in one Allah and to shun idol~worship. He tried to 
cure them of the sexual diseases which had affected them , 
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homosexsuality -and highwaY. ro bbery. 
He persisted in his missio n, but they did not accept his 

invitation. His wife paid him no ear. Rather, s he threatened 
him and warned him. 

Allah says; 

And Lut, (recall) when he said to his p eople, "Surely you 
commit an indecency in which no one in the w o rlds has 
preceded you. Do you come to males, and cut the way, and 
comit vices in your assemblies?" (29:28-29) 

The Qur'an reproduced their answer. 

·$5~1 \:~~~Gl~t~J.:,..;~;,..p 
Expel them from you.r town, they are a people who keep 
pure. (7:82) 

However, Sayyidina Lut ~did not care about their threats, 
Their enmity and obstinacy did not deter him in the least and he 
maintained to give his advice to them courageously. 

~ ~_) $ ~!; ;J(I ~\i $ ~ j_;; ~ ~t 
z,_;tl ~ ~~ y_; ~ ~~ c5.;10l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
·- ~/ -~1. -:."'r-:-. _. ,. >"'"'/ ~ ,., ,.,/. ,. _. "'(('{ .. 
I)! r_) _;-..J ~ 1:. 0_J;.l>J ~ ~' ~ w\_rJ.\1 

~ • .)o , ~-: •> i O / ~"<:" (•i 
~ .8J..)ID ~ ~~.}. r-;J..il 

· S~rely I am unto you a faithful Messenger, so fear Allah and 
obey me; and I ask of you no reward for it; my reward is only 
with the Lord of the worlds. Do you come to the males from 
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among all the creatures, and leave what your Lord has 
created for you of your wives? Nay, you are a people 
transgressing limits." (26:162-166> 

Sayyidina Lut ~ continued to preach in spite of these 
difficulties and obstacles. It is not easy to trek the path of Allah 
and invite the people. 

IT IS NOT EASY TO BE A MUSLIM 

People suppose that this path is laid with roses. Rather, it is 
very difficult and beset with hardship. However, ultimately, 
Allah's command prevails. 

PROPHET LUT ,'5f3i9 FACED WIFE'S OPPOSITION 

Prophet Lut's i@l two daughters believed in him but his 
wife re maine d a s taunch opponent. She sided with the 
opposing people in order that she build for herself a distinct 
personality. She disliked obedience to her husband which an 
orqinary woman is known for . The women of to day are of the 
same kind as her- regretably. · 

The exegettes have explained that when the angels came to 
Prophet Lut ~ with the objective of punishing them, this 
woman disclosed to the people that guests had arrived at Lut's 
~ house. The Qur'an described this as a 'betrayal'. 

Like his uncle, Sayyidina Ibriihim ~. Sayyidina Lut ~ 
was quick to host the guests and honour them. It was the habit 
of Prophet Ibrahim ~·that he did not eat till he had a guest 
with him which is w hy he was called ,JI.<i,.:A}I ~~ (the father of 
guests). His nephew, Prophet Lut ~ had the same trait; he 
was always o n the look-out fc r guests. 

One day, he was occupied on h is fields when the angels 
Jibril ~. Mika'il ~ and Israfi l ifi!l came to him as beautiful 
young men and requested him to take them a s g u ests 
overnight. He took them home and disclosed to them the evil -
habit of his people. "By Allah, I do not know if there is anyone 
worse than them on eacth." 

H e took them home afraid that f:tis peo ple may not 
s urround these young. men . He told his wif~ not to inform 
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anyone of his guests. She nodded but quietly slipped out of the, 
house and disclosed to the people about the g uests. In other 
words, she betrayed her husband. 

That was a bitter moment when the people came to him 
and demanded that he hand over to the m his guests that they 
may commi t evil wi th them. Indeed, they were the worst 
people in human history. The Qur 'irn says abou t this 
regretabfe event. 

J~~~ r::1 ..... ·9> ---: ........ ·~.~-.... ~ • ¢»· .... .....1 ..... ..... .. .,. ... ........ li ' I l.U~ · ·1 ~ _..... , . · • . .... _ ~ .. ,. r_ .... .:r.._ ~ ,:,r:. ~J 

~ ~: .. ii t::I ~,~ j 5, ...... ~ 0 .~ ~ ·~ .. IS1 y _,~ - ; ;> • ~ ~ ~ ~ 
And inform them of the guests of Ibrahim, (recall) when they 
entered upon him, they said, "Peace!" He said, "Surely we 
are afraid of you." They said, "Be not afraid surely we give 
you glad tidings of a boy, possessing knowledge." He said, 
" Do you give me glad tidings when old age has overtaken 
me? Of what do you then g ive me glad tidings?" Th ey said, 
'We give you glad tidings with truth so be not you of the 
despairing." He said, "And who des pairs of the mercy of 
Allah except those who are astray?" He said, "What is your 
business then, 0 Messengers?" They said, " We h ave been 
s ent to a guilty people, (all) except the household of Lut, 
surely we are going to deliever them all together, except his 
wife, of whom we have decreed that she shall be among the 
lingerers." So when the Messengers came to the household 
of Lut, he said, "Surely you are a people unkow (to me)." 
They said, "Nay, we have come to you with that concerning 
which they have been doubting, and we have brought you 
the truth, and s urely we are truthful. So t ravel with your 
household in a part of the night an d follow their backs. And 
let not anyone of you tur n round but go wither you are 
commanded." 
And We decreed for him that commandment that the roots of 
those (guilty people) should be cut off in the moring. And 
the p eople of the town came rejoldng. He said, "Surely th ese 
are my guests so disgrace me not, and fear Alah, and degrade 
me not." They said, "Did we not forbid you from 
(entertaini ng) the people." He said, "These are my daughters, 
if you would be doing." By your life (0 Prophet) they 
wandered blindly in their intoxication. So the shout seized 
them at the s unrise, thus We made the upside of that (town) 
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downwards, and We rai ned upon them stones of baked clay. 
Surely In that are signs for the s agacious. And surely that 
(town) is on a road yet lasting. Surely in that i s asign for the 
believers. (15:51-77) 

Sayyidina Cut was worried o n seeing them and asked, 

«$1 _ _:-j~~~t 
Is there not among you any right-minded man? (11:78) 

H e lo nged fo r s tre n g th to d e fe nd his guests from the 
evildoers. H e said to himself: 

~ / ~ " " /,. .. -;.,. ~~< -';'f " 
~ 'fi~ (/.J J~ t>-}1 .. jl i..} ~ J, 01 jl 

Would that I had powe r again st you, or might have some 
strong for refuge. (1 1:80) 

Prophet Lut ~said to the m, " Your w ives are pure and 
law ful for you . Satisfy your d esires with them." 

<-! ~~ 1_; ~ ~t ~ _A1t ~ ~c ;1~ ~~ 
~ » .... »,. .... ~ / """i ... .... 
~ l_;..>~.J~~ ~=. ·:.. 

0 my people! These are my daughters! They are purer for 
you. So fear Allah and d egrade me not about my guests. Is 
there not among you any right- minded man?" (1 1:28) 

His w o rds, " thes e m y daughte rs " re fe rre d to th e ir 
wi ves w ho w e re like his dau g hters . The w o men of th e 
um11tnll are like a Prophe t's d a ughters while his o wn wives 
are their mothe r . 

~,..,. """~ ,._,. " -:~1 -- :" ~ ·"t • _, v H :1-t ~ -;:(1 
-!.!£.AI T~.:v~---"-' ~ ~~'t ~JI c.s;.. ,. ' ... , ...... ; ... 

The Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves 
and his wives are r"l'-)1~ their mothers. (33:6) 

Surely, a Prophet is of the s tation ~fa father for his wnmalt. 
Then, he prayed to his Lord: 
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My Lordi Oeliever me and my household fr o m what 
they dol (26:169) 

The a ngels saw that he could no t resis t his people, so they 
convinced him by disclosing the facts. 

They said, "Of Lull We are Messengers of your Lord. They 
shall not reach you. So travel with your people for a part of 
the night - and let none of you tum round - exce pting your 
wife. Surely whatsoever b efalls them shall befall her. Surely 
their appointed time is the m orning. Is not the morning 
nigh?" n1:81) 

Allah accepte d His P rophet's prayer a nd blinded those 
people. 

And ce rta inly theY. s olicited h i m for his guest s : s o We 
obliterated their eyes; (saying) "so taste My chastisemen t and 
My w arnings." (54:37) 

T he people s urrounded P rophet Lut's ~ h o me so tha t 
they might commit wrong with his g uests, but it is a lways that 
Divine d ecree prevails. They could not, therefo re, harm the m • 
in the least. The Prophet ~ took his two daughters and wife 
a nd went o ut o f his h o use a little be fo re daw n . A llah had 
commanded them that none of them must turn back a nd loo k 
in orde r that they may be safe fro m the punishment that wou ld 
ove rta ke his people. -··-

We kn o w that his wife w as diso be die nt to Allah in all 
matters . So, s he did not obey this command too and turned 
back to see. She had g reat love for her peo ple and this love 
took he r to destruction. 

T he a ngels destroyed the p lace and its d well e rs. T hey 
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turned the place upside d own. This w.as the consequence o f 
these evil people. 

I .. :)t- ti;lJ_; 4~~ 4.~ I -:j;~ \~;\ ~t::;;;: [.li 

~, ~ ,. ~ !.;-:: ...- ~ ~ ~ .-:: I :.._ ..• ; ..-~ 
'J >'.) .... ~ ~ )~ ~ ~ '.) • -

$ :1 .. :~-:. ,.....-: ~: ~ , w I ~ ~ 
So when our command came, We turned the upside thereof 
downward, an d rained on it s tones of baked clay, one after 
another, marked from your Lord . And that is never far from 
the evildoers. (11:82-83) 

FATE OF PROPHET LUT'S ~ WIFE 

She always d emanded this day. She was the one w ho had 
info rmed the people o f the g uests. As a result they tried to 
commit wrong with the guests who were Allah's angels tha t 
had come in the appearance of beautiful lads. Sayyidina Lut 
~ stood in the ir way w h ile his wife had incited them, not 
knowi ng that they will face a telling punis hme nt. Fina lly, 
A llah ordered that they should be punished to extinction . 

Surely their appointed time is the morning. (11:81) 

When they had s urrounded his house threa te ning ly, 
Sayyidina Lut ~ had w ished that they should perish. But, 
there is a time for everything. They were given time to repent. 
This is evidence of Allah's mercy. But, they insisted on doing 
evil. So, he took his daughters, Rita and Azya and his old wife 
and went out. There was an earthquake. Stones ra ined from the 
heaven as happened later on w ith the owners of the e lepha nts. 
Sayyidina Jibril ~ ca rried the inhabita~op on his two wings 
and took it up to the heaven where he threw it down w rong 
side up. When Prophet Lut's ~wife heard the people shrie k 
and turned back to see, she too was punished in the sa me way 
as her people. 

I 
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S h e s tuborn ly committe d s in till her last breath. She 
continue d to disobey her hu s band . A woman w h o is 
disobedient to h e r husband faces a l ike co nseque nce 
everywhe re a nd every time . 

Allah's help for him is a SQurce of satisfaction for a Muslim 
in all times. 

May Alla h p reserve us from every mischie f. May He 
destroy every sinning people, as He destroyed Prophet Lut's 
people. Sure ly, only He hears praye rs a~d accept them. 



I 

"The carrier of wood" 

Umm Jamil Arwi bint Harb ibn Umayyah, 

• the wicked wife of Abu Lahab about both of whom 
a whole surah was revealed giving them tidings of 
Hell while they were alive, 

• she vehemently opposed Is lam in its earlier days; 
she used to harass the Prophet ~ and back up her 
disbelieving husband, the Prophet's uncle. 

UMM TAMIL 

She is the third woman of whom Islam has to ld us (will go 
to He ll). She harassed the Prophet li\1.. Her husband was Abdul 
Uzza ibn Abdul Muttalib (Abu Lahab), the Prophet's M. uncle. 
Before the Prophet .. was commis ioned , two sons of Abu 
Lahab a nd Umm Jamil we re married to the Prophet's ~ two . ~ 

d aug hters, Ruqayyah ~ ..:lS1 ~ J and Umm Kulthum ~ -.»1 ~ .J· 

When the Prophet 0 was com missioned and he publicly gave 
the invitaiton, Abu Lahab and Urn· Jamil instructed thei r sons 
to divorce the Prophet's ~daughters that he may grieve. 

INVITATION TO NEAR RELATIVES 

Initially, Allah commanded the Prophet i1t to give the call 
to his relateves secretly. 

~ ~;~\ ~~ _;.;t; 
And warn your clan, the nearest kin. (26:214) 

So, he invited his closest relatives and siad, " I invite you to 
accept two words which are light on the tongue but heavy in 
the scale of deeds - give testimony that there is no God other 
than Allah and that I am His Messenger." o 

0 Slrah l·ldlbiyah. 
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His re latives rejected this call politely and this was natural. 
History 6peaks for that. But, his uncle Abu Lahab took fami ly 
honour as a shield and vigorously opposed the Prophet ~ in 
spite of the very dose kinship. 

He said to the othe r guests, " By Allah, this is bad and 
shame ful. Check his hand before other people check him." Abu 
Talib said, " By Allah, as long as we are a live, we s hall defend 
him. By Allah, they cannot come to you with their armies and 
supporters before we_are buried in the g rave." The Prophet's 
~ a unt, Safiyah If.:&- .&ill ~ J said, try ing to pacify her brother, 
Abu Lahab, "Will you be pleased with the disgrace of your 
nephew and of Islam? By Allah, scholars have been te lling us 
that there will be a Prophet from the progen y of Abdu l 
Muttalib. He could be the one." This caused Abu Lahab's rage 
to increase. He said, "By Allah, this is w rong and doubt.ful 
women shou ld restrict their speech within their bedrooms. If 
a ll tribes of Quraysh and other Arabs stan<l up against us th~, 
by Allah, we shall be unable to s ta nd against them." 

Then he threatened the Prophet *' saying, " I will s take my 
wealth and chi ldren to throttle this call. His wife also abettea 
him and both husband and wife become staunch enemies of 
the Prophet !i\1. . 

When the Prophet. decided to invite the Quraysh to 
Islam, he went to Batha. He climbed a mountain and called out 
t11e Quraysh. When they were assembled, he sajd, "What do 
you say - if I tell you t11at your enemy will attack you in the 
morn ing or evening, w ill you believe me?" They confirmed 
that they would. He said, " I am warning you that I see a severe 
chastisement. .. " Abu Lahab interrupted, "Did you summon us 
for this reason. May you perish."O 

At that, Allah revealed: 

0 llukha1 i •" narral<'<l by Ibn 1\bb.l~i II 4971, ~972. 
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Perished are the hands of Abu Lahab, and perished is he. 
His wealth will not avail him, nor what he has earned. Soon 
he shall enter a flaming fire - and h is wife - the carr ier of fire 
wood; upon her neck a rope of palm fibres. 011:1-S) 
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When she heard this, Umm Jamil picked up a stone and 
looked out for the Prophet . that she might strike him. He was 
sitting in Masjid ai-Haram. Abu Bakr ..$>was with him. When he 
saw her, Abu Bakr 4;c exclaimed, " 0 Allah's Messenger, there 
she is! I fear s he might see you." He said, "She cannot see me," 
and he -recited the Qur'an. Indeed , s he did not see him . S he 
asked Abu Bakr 4;i., "0 Abu Bakr, I have heard that your friend 
has made fun of me." He said, " By A llah, he has not done that." 
She turned a way, saying. "The Quraysh will know t11at I am a 
chief's daughter." She recited in verse 

< ~ 4 ~ _,aj) ~ o J"" I J , \.:,.l.i 4.:.!.) J ~' ~.i.e 
W e rejected Muzamam and despised hi s religion and 
disobeyed his command.O · 

This surah is evid ence of the Prophet's mission. It is a clear 
miracle. The surah clearly says that both of them will go to 
Hell, but neither of them could even pretend that they were 
Muslims. The Ulnmn have stcssed this point. 

UMM TAMIL'S OPPOSITION 

After the revelation of this surah, Abu Lahab and his wife 
prevailed upon the ir sons Utbah and· Utaybah to divi>rce the 
Pro phet' s *" daughters. Wh ile Utbah divorced Sayy idah 
Ruqayah If.:&-..;., ~ > , he did not cause any other trouble to the 
Prophet ~, Utaybah, on the other hand , was marrie d to · 
Sayyidah Umm Kulthum ~ .l.t .r'J but the marriage was not 
consumated till then . He met the Prophet Jil1. and abused an d 
harassed him. He prayed against him, "0 Allah, let one of your 
dogs subdue him." When Abu Lahab heard of this, he said to 

0 Ibn Kath ir h.,~ rcpurtcd thl• even! un lhl' ~uthurity uf Sayyhh•h i\smd ~ ..\1 ~ > . 
Ibn Abu Hatim has aiRn narratt"\1 it. Wt' ll.lvt~ rcprtM.hiC'il.~d it with a slight c.·h.lnKt' .. 
IW" swk rl'fug" In Allah form IIWM" wunl~l-
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his son," My son, I no more consider you safe." 
Hibar ibn ai-Aswad narrated: We w ished "to take up 

lodgings in the cathedral of a monk during our journey. But, he 
said to us, "Of Arabs, who b rought you here? Lions roam 
about here like sheep. Abu Lahab said, "Because of my old age, 
it is my right to reside here." The monk said, "Yes, Abu Lahab, 
you can stay here." Abu Lahab said to us, "Muhammad has 
cursed my son. So, I fear for him. So, pile up your luggage one 
on the other and put my son's bedding on that. You sleep 
around him on the floor." Wr:> did as he said and let Utaybah 
sleep on the pile of our lugg<~ge. We sk•pt around him. Abu 
Lahab also slept on the floor with us. A lion c<1me in the night, 
smelled each of us. Not finding his game among us, he jumped 
over the pile and tore Utaybah to pieces, severing his head 
from th e body. Utaybah's last words were, "1 did say that 
Muhammad is the most truthful of all men ." Th us, he died as 
the Prophet !j. had prayed that he shou ld. Abu Lahab 
confessed, "I knew he could not avert Muhammad's curse." 
This event, too, is evidence. of the Prophet's .~#> true mission. 
But, Abu Lahab maintained his·oposition and stubbornness. 
Rather, he was as arrogant as before, though might and power 
belongs to Allah alone. 

Books of sira/1 tell us that Umm Jamil would lay down 
thorns in the night on the Prophet's ~ path. He would walk 
over them in the morning without showing displeasu re. This 
disconcern matle Umm Jamil more irritated. 

She was rude an d abusive. She would say to people, 
"Muhammad is a sorcerer." [We seek refuge in Allah.] She 
made her husband follow the Prophet Jj. during days of Hajj 
and tell every visitor whom the Prophet Jilt. preached that he 
was a liar." [May Allah pretect us from such thought] 

Accord ing to Imam Bu khari, the Prophet !j, could not 
stand up for two or three nights because of his illness. She 
came near him a n d sard, "0 Muhammad, 1 hope that your 
devil has forsaken ym·. I do not see him near you." Allah 
revealed this verse: 
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By the morning brigh tn ess, by the night, w h en ·it is still, 
your Lord has not forsaken you, nor is H e displeased. (93:1-JJ 
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The exegettes say that Umm Jamil w ill fare in Hell as it is 
de..c;cribed in the Qur'an. She will carry on her back wood of 
znqqu.111 and a chain of fire will be round her neck. 

The exegettes say that the words ~ .:r ~ lA~ ~ mean 
that a rope of fire will be tied round her neck in Hell. She will 
be raised at the edge of Hell and then thrown inside. This will 
be a continuous punishment on her. She will carry wood in 
Hell and throw at her husband. 

HER FATE IN THE WORLD 

She faced a similar punishment in this life too. She used to 
p lace pieces of wood and thorns in the Prophet's *-path. One 
day, while she was doing that, she sat down awhile on a stone. 
An angel came and pulled the rope with which she carried 
wood (to place on the path) and she was starngled to death. 
Immediately she was flu ng in the sparkling Fire. 

AJiah says: 

~.i "'~. ~j ·:..~ -~~r=sr:<-tk·r-­Yr., ~ · ~Y> . ~ ~'-' 
and his wife - the carrier of firewood; upon her ned<. a rope 
of palm fibres. (111:4-5) 

The cruel and the disbelievers get this return for their 
deeds. 

Abu Lahab died in Makkah after the Battle of Badr. 
Though he had not participated in this battle in person yet he 
was much grieved at the defeat and he died within seven days 
of the Battle. He died of a contagious disease of the skin. His 
sons left him unattended for many days after death. H is body 
burst open and gave out a bad smell. People rebuked them for 
leaving their dead father unattended in the house which was 
stinking with odour. His sons were scared that the contagious 
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disease might effect them. When people rebuked them, they 
o rdered o ne of their s laves, and a ll of them together threw 
water on him from a distance. They the n tie d him up and 
dragged him to a higher place in Makkah where ~hey dug a pit 
and t~rew him into it. Then they filled it up with stones from a 
d istance. This was his punishment in this world and he will 
face a degrading chastisement in the Hereafter. 

~....:1 ~ ( (( .1 •/...-
~ ./ ~ ~!.) ~ "- . ... 

{Soon he shall enter a flami ng firel 1111:3) 

Abu Lahab was seventy years old when he died. . 

~n shor.t, this woman too faced the same consequence as the 
women w~o disobeyed their hubands who were Prophets ~ 
r'j....J' . This woman not only abetted her husband in disbelief 
but also incited him agains t .Islam. No one shouiP. disobey the 
Creator to obey the created. A husband should ~ obeyed:.only 
if it does n o involve disobedience to Allah - and in s uc h 
obedience lies salvation from the Fire. 

SALUMI AND HIRODIYA 0 

• Two of the worst women in history who killed 
Sayy idina Yahha ibn Zakariya.r'j....J' ~. 

TffEI R PUNISHMENT 

The punishment against causing hardship to a Prophet is 
consignment to Hell. Obviously, then, the punishment to one 
who kills a Prophet would be much mo re sev~re. Hirodiya and 
Salumi were respectively mothe r and daughter and the worst 
of women in history. 

Sayy idina Eesa ~ was born without a father and his 
materna l cousin Sayyidina Yahya ~ was also born about the 
same time. His father, Sayyidina Zakriya ~was very old and 
his ~nother was barren . This happened is Palestine during the 
reign of Ruman. 

SAYYIDINA YAHYA ~ 

Le t us first read about this Prophe t ~.The Qur'an 
mentions that his father, Sayyidina Zakariya ~.did not give 
up hope for a son even in his old age. He observed that 
Sayyidah Maryam r'j....JI ~ got 'out of season' frui t in Bayt 
ul-Maqdis. So, he prayed to Allah: 

0 lliblic;tl nam~s: I l<·m~tias (m<?llwr) .Htt.l Sa l om~ (daughtN). 
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(This is) a m ention of your Lord's m e rcy t o His servant 
Zakariya. (Recall) when h e called upon hi s Lord , calling 
lowly. He said, " My Lord! M y bon es are weakened within 
me, and my head is listening with hoariness, and I have 
never been unblest in my p rayer to You, M y Lord! And I fear 
my kinsfolk after I am gone, and my wife is barren, so grant 
me from Yourself a h eir, w ho shall inherit me and inher it the 
household of Ya'qub, and make him, my Lord, acceptable (to 
You)." (19:2-6) 

Sayyidina Za kariya ~ wished to have o ffspring that his 
son may take over his prophethood. Allah acepted his pray~r. 
When he was engaged in prayer one day, an angel brought to 
him glad t idings of .a righteous son w ho w ill be a Prophet, 
named Yahya- no one had that name till then. 

-:-. ... .,, ,~ ... ~1 ,..,. . .., . "/.1 ,,-.....:::: / .)>/ -!~ ...:l"..-;" , .. .,,./ 
.:.;...~ >. ~~ .Jt ';:'~\ ~ ~ M_G Y..J ~I ~.>W 

-: - \ ;.:,~ ... ~"" J ~ ... ( • ...-- ... ;;;r --- ~ ~ . /.,.-,~ .... 
..J! . ,_ .J !)_,......,..._, ~.J - ~ f ... ;. ~ ~ .. 

®~~ 
So the angels called to him while he stood praying in the 
sanctuary, "Lo Allah g ives you g lad tidings of (a son w hose 
name is) Yahya, con firming (Pr o phet Eesa) the wo.rd f rom 
Allah, and a leader and a chaste one, and a Prophet from 
among the righteous." (3:39) 

He was taken unawares at t he sud den g lad tidings. He 
exclai med that his wife was barren and he was o ld. 

He said, " My Lordi How s hall I have a son, w h ile my wife is 
,b;uren, and I have reach ed the extreme old age?" (19:8) 

The ctngel told him: 
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He said, "So it shall be! Your Lord says, 'That is easy for m e, 
and indeed I created you aforetime, when you were 
nothing." (19:9) 
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His wife became pregnan t. Sayyidina Eesa ~ was also 
born during these days. Some say that the wi fe of Sayyidina 
Za kariya ~ and Sayy idah Maryam ~ became p regnant 
almost simultaneously. · 

Sayyidina Zakariya ~ ta u gh t a nd t rained his son, 
Sayyidina Yahya ~along religious lines. Allah had promised 
him that H e would make his son a ch ief and a chaste and pious 
man. 

And We gave him wis dom while yet a child, and tenderness 
from Us, and purity. And h e was G od-fearing; and d utifu l to 
his parents, and h e was not arrogant, reb ellious. Peace b e · 

· upon him, the day he was born and the day he d ies, and the 
day he will be raised up alive. (19:12-15) 

He was an adhere nt to Islamic way o f life and commands 
from ea'rly youth. He would preach to the children of Isra' il 
and advise them to shun ostentation a nd association. Sayy idina 
Eesa ~ also began to preach about the same time,· and he 
helped him in the ta.sk. ln order to purify peop le from s in, he 
would g ive them a. bath in the River jordan. The C hristian call 
it .l,.IU (baptism). 

MURDER O F SAYYlDINA-~~~AKARIYA r'lWn ... ,Js 

The Banu lsra' il were going th rough extreme mischief. The 
King Herod Antipas was madly in love with h is sister-in-law 
(brother's wife) and they had illicit relationship. He wanted to 
marry her, but that was disallowed in. their religion (as taught 
by ·P rophet Musa ~). He .sough t a ruling in h is favour from 
Sayyidina Yahya ~. but he told him tha t s he was not lawful 
lo him: On hearing this, his beloved was enraged and thought 
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to h e rself that s he wou ld get rid of Sayy idina Yahy.a ~. 
Sa lumi was a g reat dancer and ve ry beautiful. H e r m o ther 
conspired with her that s he should d ance befo re the king in 
near nudity and give him much wine to intoxica!e him d eeply . 
When he made advances, s he sho u ld ask him for (Sayy idina) 
Yahya's ~ head . Salumi did as her mother said to he r. While 
dancing, she s tripped herself of he r garme nts o ne by one, and 
made the king drink plenty ~f w ine. When he sought to make 
love to her, she asked for ~n'idina Yahya ~ to be killed , and 
he gave orders accordingly. The Prophet's head was b ro ught to 
the king in a go lden tray . A miracle was displayed . The head 
spoke the same words, "She is not lawful for you!" The king 
and his courtiers were stu pefied on hearing that. 

When Sayyidina Zakariy a learnt that his ~n was killed , he 
cursed his murde rers and they died at the instant. Whe n 
people le arnt o f that th ey s ei zed re v e nge from Prophet 
Zakariya ~ and slew him while he was in his chambe rs. 
Howeve r, these eve nts brought a s pate of mis fortunes on Banu 
lsra' il. Allah caused Bakht Nasr to o ppress them. H e played 
havoc with them and leve lled d own their city and te mple and 
arreste d e very s urviving o ne o f the m . Allah d estroys the 
tyrants in this way . 

Allamah Ibn Kathir has written in nl-Bidayallll wa an-Ni/myall: 
Many reasons a re mentioned for killing Sayyidina Yahya ~. 
The most well-kno wn of them is that the king of Damascu s 
wanted to marry a woman w ho was closely re lated to him w hich 
made he r unlawful for him. Sayyidina Yahya ~ disa llowed 
him to do that. H ence, the w oman de manded fro m the king that 
the Prophet shou ld be killed. When the head of Sayyidina Yahya 
~ was brought in a tray, the woman looked a t it and died at 
the very moment. Some others say that the Queen was in love 
with Sayyidina Yahya ~ and asked him to m eet her but he 
declined . Disappointed, she had the kiJ"!g order his death. At firs t 
the king hesitated but then gave in. The Prophet was killed and 
his head was presented in a tray to the king. 

Thawri repo rte d o n the autho rity of Thamar ibn Atiyah 
that as many as seventy Prophets I'")L...I ~ w e re martyred a t 
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the rock of Bayt a l Maqdis. Sayyidina Yahya ~ was one of 
them. 

Sa 'eed ibn Musayyid re ported that whe n Bakht Nasr 
CA m e to Damascus, the blood of Sayyidina Yahya ~\ was 
bubbling. H e m ad e enquiries. Then he had seventy thousand 
men kille d at the s p o t. It was the n that the b lood coole d 
d o wn . This shows that h e was kille d in Damascus. Bakht 
Nas r came afte r Sa yy idina Ees a ~. Ata and Hasan Busri 
concur w ith this account. 

Ibn Asakir has reported from Zay d ibn Waqid, " When the 
fo undatio n of the mosque of Damascus was being laid, I saw 
Pro phet Yahya's ~ head on the eas te rn co rne r towards the 
qiblah under a pilla r. His s kin and hair were intact." According 
to anothe r ve rsion, " It loo ked as though he was mudered at 
that time." It is said that his head was buried under the p illar 
Sakasa kah o f the mosque o f Damascus. 

Ibn Asakir has me ntio ned the reason for killing Sayyidina 
Ya hya :i.~. H e said: A prince had divo rced his wife with three 
pro no uncem e nts, but w a nte d to take he r bac k. H e soug ht a 
ruling from Sayyid ina Yahya ~. but he ruled that he canno t 
take her back unless s he m a rries another man. This infuria ted 
the woman a nd her mothe r advised her to ask ·the king to have 
him killed (He w as killed and) his head was broug ht in a ch ina 
tr.1y. T he head spoke ou t, "She- is not lawful fo r y ou . She is no t 
l«w ful .. . unless you marry he r to another man." A llah caused 
the earth to s wallow the wo man, firs t her feet and then till he r 
b uttocks . W h e n her m o th e r s a w h e r, she co mmand e d a 
swo rd - beare r to kill he r and h e severe d h e r he ad . T he re 
fo llowed for the people a disgrace and they w ere e liminated. 

His hl•ad continu e d to po ur blood till Ba kht N asr had 
seven ty-five tho us and people kille d a t the blood . The n a 
Prophe t o f Banu Isra ' il , Sayyidinah Armiya ~ a rrived a nd 
sa id "0 Blood , you have e liminated Ba nu Isra'il. Stop by the 
command o f Allah!" T he bloo d ceased to flo w . H o wever, the 
ve ry firs t account is mo re kno wn. 



CONCLUSION 

0 People, do not oppress women! 

T h e re is a s ign for us in th e lives of women who 
dis be lieved and committed sin and o pposed Allah .and His 
Proph e ts f>\ . ..JI~. Allah return ed the ir evil deeds with 
punishme nt. They had neglected Allah and thought that they 
were fig hting a battle with Him . 

We have seen that Sayyidina Yahya ~and Sayyidin a 
Zaka ri y a ~ were murdere d o nl y that the ir mude rers 
ma y further thei r sensuous des ires. They tho ught tliat 
th ey w0uld li ve forever. T hey forgot Alla h an d He put 
them aside. 

We learn that s in is cause of punishment. Disobedience to 
A llc1h is not merely disbelief but a lso vio latoin of His command 
- not d o ing w hat He says and d oing what He forbids. 

0 Mu s lim s ister! When you know that s omethnig is a 
mea ns of Allah's displeassure then shun it. Do not go nea r 
it. And when yo u learn that something draws one near 
Allah, the n make it a point to do it tha t will take you to 
Paradise. 

This book is an invitaio n to every woman who does not 
observe the veil. Allah says: 

~,. ·>·· -/ ~ ,. ,,.,.,. / ,..~. ~ ~~ ._~ ~, t;"'~_f~_ 
1 .. uJ d~J ~J_j'1 u- ~ 

""' - .... .... . """' ... 
!~.,.. .. ,. .,..., ,.. • .,..._,.. / , __ , """' ., s. "'""' ,., ;_, 
~.)~ )\! ~~ J '§.)i ~> ~. ~:1-. ~ 0;k 

0 Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the 
women of the Believers the draw their outer garments 
close round them (when they go out o n purpose). That 
would b e more likely that they may b e recognise~ and not 
annoyed. (33:59) 

This book is also an inv itaion to the women who let their 
g rown up daughters move about unveiled on the plea that they 
are yet 'children', not yet married . Whether a grown-up girl is 
mc1rried o r not, she has to obseve the veil, none of her body 
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may be visible except her face and her palms,o Mothers will 
surely be asked how they tJ·ained their daughters (and sons) 
because they are the firs t place of education. 

Men also have a great ha nd in training daughters and sons. 
A gi rl can assu re her father, husband and brother e ithe r 
Paradise or Hell. H they encou rage her to obey Allah then they 
will go to Paradise but if they let her pursue her desires then 
~he will take them to Hell even if they are constant at snlnh, 
fasting, hajj <tnd righteous d eeds. 

0 People! Do not commit opression by a llowing women 
false liberty and equality that she may do w hat s he likes. What 
kind of equality you want? Allah says: 

Men are the managers of the affairs of women because Allah 
has made the one to excel the other, and because of what they 
expend of their riches (for them). (4:34) 

Also: 

And the male is not like the female. (3:.~6) 

The Prophet iJ. said, "0 women, give charity, for, I have 
seen in Hell more women (than men)." T hey asked, "0 
Messenger of Allah, why is that so?" He said, "You have the 
habit to curse other people and to disobey your husband." 8 

In- his final will the Prophet £ltf. le ft instruct"ions for women 
that m en should protect them and not leave them free to 
pursue their desires. 

But, today's man is disobedient to the Prophet's will. He 
has giveri woman a free rein and she does what she likes in the 
name of 'female liberty' and equality. Thus, she is a partner of 

0 Th .. ul•ma have ru led that during fitnah (trial), wunMn shnuld wwr lwr f•K<' .md 
hands too. 

& tlukhari and Muslim 
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man in every worldly affair but not religion. There is in every 
home nudity, s in, indecency and 'sex-worship'. Great people 
like grad uates advocate equa l representation for women in 
assemblies. 

0 Muslim woman! Pay no need to these men. T hey will 
take you to Hell. Listen to the message in the Qur'an that 
invites .you to Paradise. Listen to it and conduct yourself 
according to it. Allah will grant you s uccess. 

And stay in you.r houses, and display not your adornment 
like the displaying of the (time of) former paganism; and 
establish salalt and pay the zakah, and obey Allah and His 
M essenger. Allah only d esires to take away from you all 
abomination, 0 people of the household (of Muhammad), 
and to purify you with a thorough purifying. 
And remember that which is recited (by the Prophet in) your 
houses of the revelations of Allah and the Wisdom. Surley 
Allah is ever Subtile, Aware. <33:33-34) 

These instructions a re for the h oly wives of the Prophet f3 
and the believing women. The wives of the Prophet~ a re the 
most superior women of this ummnh. Allah commands them 
that they must stay home. They were disallowed to go out of 
the house unnecessarily. They were told to o bserve the veil, 
keep up snlah, pay znka/1 and obey Allah and His Messenger li!). 
When they do that, Allah w ill purify them. 

Every woman of this ummnh is expected to follow these 
guidelines. Let no o n e imagine that these a r e orders 
exclusively for the Prophet's ~wives. Rather, every command 



90 WOMEN WHO OESER liE TO GO 1'0 HELL 

in this verse applies to every Mus lim woman- the veil, s tay ing 
in the ho me, snlnh, znknll, righteous deeds, and so on. Every 
woman must observe them. 

W(> pray to Allah to forgive us and to give us security. We 
pray to Him to guide us, to give us prosperity and to pro tect us 
from Hell. 

We pray to Him to cause this our deed - and other deeds -
to add to our good deeds in the scale on the day of 
Resurrection. Aameen! 

~J~J.UIJ~I.l~~~J~I J.PJ 
(And, 0 Allah, shower b lessings a.nd peace on Muhammad 
;md on his family and companions!) 

Mausur Abdul H akiu1 Mullllllllllad 
(al-Mulmmi) 
Ca iro: 12th Zrd Hajjah 1420 AH . 
(20th March 2000) 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Mansur Abdul Hakim has written this boo k w ith the 
intention of awakenig women to reality. They may be cautions 
and not misled by mischievous promises o f a liberated life. 

Examples of women who deserve to go to Hell are given. 
This portion te lls them of the things and way of life they must 
avoid. Some outstanding pious women whose lives they may 
e mulate are also mentioned. 

Th e re fo ll ows a d escriptio n of Hell and its inmates. 
Pe rhaps in learning of this, we may fear our consequences and 
correct ou r lives. 

Next there is glimpse of the l!ves of women who had an 
ideal opportunity to live with Prophets, but they lost it. Their 
objective was to portray their individua l personality as distinct 
from their husband. 

U mm Jamil and h e r husband Abu Lahab are nex t 
menioned. They did the most they could to make life difficult 
fo r the noble Prophet~ but they had to pay deai·ly in this life 
a nd will face punishment in the next. A brief account of 
P ro phe t Ya hya's :'16li:l\ li fe fo llows. T h e ro le o f Sa lumi and 
Herod iya in his life is described . Daughter and mother- whose 

. Biblical names are Selome and Herodias - were respo nsible for 
killing the Prophet~-

The book winds up with a conclusion and sound advice for 
women. 

Amo~g o the r books by the author is one about women 
w ho are given tidings of Paradise. 

~.}. 
~ 
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